
By JD Engelhardt, BBBSDC

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dane 
County (BBBSDC) is the region’s 
premier evidenced-based youth 
mentoring agency, known for 
program quality and organizational 
excellence. BBBS makes meaningful, 
monitored matches between adult 
volunteers (“Bigs”) and children 
ages 6 through 13 (“Littles”). Here 
in Dane County, BBBS has two 
program options available that are 
designed to develop strong one-on-
one relationships and make a direct 
and lasting impact on the lives 
of youth: Community Based and 
Site-Based. Our Community Based 
program allows Bigs and Littles to 
participate in a variety of activi-
ties in the community and meets 
3-4 times a month, for 3-5 hours 
at a time. Our Site-Based program 
meets at the child’s school for one 
hour a week, every week throughout 
the school year. Both programs ask 
for a two-year commitment in order 
for the Big and Little to really build 
a relationship. 

Dane County has over 250 kids 
waiting to be matched to a Big 
Brother or Big Sister. It can take up 
to two years for kids to be introduced 
to a mentor because of the need for 
volunteers. Big Brothers Big Sisters 
needs YOU to become a mentor and 
make a positive impact on child’s 
life. 

Fall 
2018

emersoneast.wordpress.com 

Call for 
VolunteersThe Emerson East Neighborhood 

Association Annual Membership 
Meeting is coming up! This meeting 
is a great way for you to have your 
say on the Steering Committee’s 
performance this last year and its 
future. Come to the meeting, vote  
for a new Steering Committee, and 
set the priorities for next year. We 

encourage everyone to stop by, grab 
a slice of pizza, cake, and meet your 
neighbors.

The meeting is on Wednesday, 
October 17th, 6:30-8:00pm, at 
Bashford United Methodist Church, 
329 North Street. Parking and entry 
are at the rear. The meeting is in same 

room as the monthly meetings, first 
door on the left.

Remember that the membership 
year starts at the beginning of 
October. Renew or join before the 
start of the meeting. Only members 
can  vote and/or run for office. For 
your convenience, you can join 
EENA online, through the mail, 
or in person at the EENA Social 
or EENA meetings. For further 
information go to the “Become a 
Member!” section on the EENA 
website, https://emersoneast.
wordpress.com/become-a-member.

Hope to see you there.

Indira and Chris, Co-Chairs

You’re Invited to EENA’s Annual Meeting

Setting New Priorities
At the Annual Membership Meeting (October 17th), we are going 
to try something new. We are dedicating a portion of the meeting 
to a discussion on what the EENA Steering Committee should 
focus on in the coming year. This is your opportunity to have your 
say on what we should be working on to improve the neighbor-
hood. If you can’t make it to the meeting but want to make a 
suggestion contact the Co-Chairs at eenachairs@yahoo.com or 
through EENA’s website, https://emersoneast.wordpress.com.

As always the highlight of the 
Annual Meeting, this year held on 
October 17th, is the election of a 
new Steering Committee. There are 
twelve positions open: a Co-Chair, 
a Secretary, a Treasurer, six Area 
Representatives, and the At-Large 
Representatives.

All Steering Committee members 
are expected to attend the 
monthly meeting regularly, which 
are generally held on the third 
Wednesday of the month. Each 
office has certain responsibili-
ties that are listed in the by-laws. 
The by-laws are available online, 
in the Resources section of the 
EENA website, https://emersoneast.
wordpress.com/resources/.

Is joining the Steering Committee 
too much of a commitment? 
Think about taking on one of the 
EENA Positions for the coming 
year. Positions are the jobs that 
need to be attended to through-
out the year but are outside of the 
duties of the Steering Committee. 
Past and current positions include 
Newspaper Editor, Website Manager, 
Social Night Coordinator, and Parks 
Coordinators. This is a chance 
for you take on a small amount of 
responsibility. We are looking for 
people with hobbies, professions, 
and/or life experiences that will help 
EENA. Have a dog and maybe live 
next to the dog park? Maybe you 
could be in charge of letting EENA 
know if any problems arise and, if 
you like, organise a yearly clean-up. 
If interested in the Oscar Mayer or 
Public Market Developments, then 
you can be in charge of reporting 
back to EENA on any developments 
in those projects.

Positions are generally assigned at 
the monthly meeting in November 
but due to Thanksgiving, positions 
will be assigned in the December 
meeting. Also note that being on 
the Steering Committee doesn’t 
preclude you from also holding 
several positions. Most of the 
current Steering Committee hold a 
position as well.

A “Big Sister” and 
a “Little” during 
one of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Dane 
County’s school-
based programs. 
Image: BBBSDC.

Become a Big 
Today!

Become a Big today by going 
to bbbsmadison.org or calling 

(608) 661-5437.

By Dave Taylor

As many of you are aware the 
Madison Development Corporation 
(MDC) which owns the parcel 
bordered by East Washington 
Avenue, Second Street, and East 
Mifflin Street is planning on redevel-
oping this property. That redevel-
opment will include the razing 
of the building currently housing 
the Options In Community Living 
staff, building a new four-story 
building, two fourplex townhouse 
style buildings, and redesigning 
Graaskamp Park. At this stage of 
the process MDC has only provided 
EENA with a conceptual site plan, 
and general descriptions of the 
proposed new buildings. 

On August 3rd the architects 
representing MDC sent an email 
to the EENA Co-Chairs notifying 
them of MDC’s intent to pursue the 
development project, and then on 
August 8th MDC gave an informa-

tion only presentation of the project 
to the City of Madison Urban Design 
Commission (UDC). Again, this 
was an informational presentation 
and offered few details concerning 
the project.

The next step in the process will be 
the formal submission of detailed 
site plans, floor plans, elevations 
etc. to the UDC and City Planning 
and Zoning. This will also be 
EENA’s first opportunity to see 
these detailed plans. The develop-
ment sub-committee is then tasked 
with reviewing those plans and 
providing feedback and suggestions 
on issues which are of a concern to 
the neighborhood. I would expect 
that the formal submission of the 
proposal to the City will happen 
sometime in September at which 
time the sub-committee will hold 
meetings to review details of the 
proposal. 

Washington Avenue– 
Graaskamp Park 
Redevelopment Update

Co-chair  Chris Heaton Contact both Co-Chairs by emailing:  
Co-chair Indira Ceylan eenachairs@yahoo.com  
Secretary Kayne Neigherbauer kayne.n@gmail.com 
Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck    duesterbeck@gmail.com
Area 1 Representative Tracey Teodecki tteodecki@starkhomes.com
Area 1 Representative vacant
Area 2 Representatives Adrienne Sella adrienne@sellarealty.com
Area 2 Representative Derek McRoberts dkmcroberts@gmail.com
Area 3 Representative Diane Farsetta farsettad@gmail.com
Area 3 Representative Tim Cordon timc@fusmadison.org
At-Large Representative  Barb Jenkin baj1@tds.net
Share and read information important to our neighborhood at 

emersoneast.wordpress.com | emersoneast.nextdoor.com 
groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena | Find us on Facebook

Continues on Page 3

Please contact the Co-Chairs 
if you are interested in 

being assigned a position at 
eenachairs@yahoo.com, or 

through EENA’s website https://
emersoneast.wordpress.com.



Page 2                The Neighbor

a coal-fired power plant next door 
expanded last year and exchanged 
18 acres of mature trees for approxi-
mately 15 acres of coal which left my 
family 2200 feet from over 500,000 
tons of outdoor, uncovered coal. 

My name is Michelle Jeske. My 
husband, my four boys and I have 
lived in our house in Oak Creek, 
Wisconsin, next to a coal-fired 
power plant for 11 years. We moved 
to this neighborhood to have out 
children in the same school, as our 

oldest son has Autism and needed 
an elementary school in that area 
for its specialized learning. It didn’t 
occur to me how close the power 
plant was, and I never thought of our 
situation here as dangerous. I had 
confidence that there were regula-
tions and laws that protected us, 
but I was wrong. On March 5, 2018, 
high winds deposited a thick layer 
of black dust that blanketed our 
home, our cars, and our neighbor-
hood playground. A local group, the 
Clean Power Coalition, helped to 
test some of the residue and proved 
that it was coal dust coming from 
the nearby power plant. After that, I 
realized how bad the situation truly 
is here with coal dust pollution, as 
well as the limited laws and regula-
tions, that leave us unprotected. 

Due to combustion problems, coal 
is hard to contain, since it cannot 
be tarped or covered while sitting at 
the plant or in the trains that deliver 
it. I’ve done experiments and videos 
that show that this coal dust has 
been blowing in to our neighbor-
hood several times each week. I’ve 
heard from people who have noticed 
their asthma or breathing problems 
worsen when the wind is blowing 
our way. “It’s only dust,” some say. 
Not only! There are toxins and small 
particles called particulates that we 
can’t see released with the blowing 
coal dust and the smoke that comes 
with burning it. These particulates 
can travel miles and can get into 
our lungs, and sometimes even our 
bloodstream. How scary is that? 
After investigating how detrimen-
tal coal is, I don’t believe in such a 
thing as “clean coal.” Let’s be honest: 
coal is simply not safe.

Now you might be thinking, “this 
sounds terrible, but what can I do?” 
or maybe even “why should I care?” 
Here’s why: the coal fired power 
plants that I live next to provide 
nearly 20% of the power to your 
utility, Madison Gas and Electric. 
When you turn on your lights, 
that power can be traced back to 

By Michelle Jeske

“Turn off the lights when you leave 
the room! Were you born in a barn? 
Close the door! Do we really need 
all the lights in the house on?” 
Most of us have heard these words 
or have said them ourselves. Most 
of my life, these phrases related to 
saving money, but now they mean 
so much more.  We all enjoy the 
benefits of heat and electricity, but 
do we think about where it comes 
from? Honestly, I didn’t, not until 

Coal Power from My Neighborhood to Yours

Top: Michelle and her family. Bottom: 
Michelle’s fingers covered with coal dust 
after wiping down a table in her backyard. 
Photos: M. Jeske.

1730 FORDEM AVE. (@JOHNSON)
ISTHMUSVETCARE.COM | 608-230-5499 
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the coal plant that is a constant 
source of worry or health issues 
for us here in Oak Creek. What has 
MGE’s response been? Not much, 
other than saying they are working 
with the other utility that owns and 
operates the plant to make things 
better. 

My utility, We Energies, is the 
operator of the plant, and has 
stated that they want to be good 
neighbors and contain the coal next 
door. Well, it’s been five months 
and I have only seen band-aids and 
modified protocols that were to be 
placed three years ago, just being 
engineered recently. We Energies 
installed an air monitor but I don’t 
know if it is up and running. The 
dust continues to come in due to 
the nature of coal being used. After 
my experiences here, I believe that 
NO ONE should be a neighbor to a 

coal-fired power plant!  We as a 
society need to phase out coal 
for our health, our kids health, 
and future generations on this 
planet.

We Energies continues to state 
that this is not harmful yet the 
World Health Organization 
and National Institutes of 
Health have demonstrated 
scientific proof of coal being a 
danger to our health. So be a 
part of the solution now: call 
MGE corporate offices at (608) 
252-7000, ask for CEO Jeffrey 
Keebler, and tell him that you 
don’t want your power to come 
from the dirty coal harming 
our neighborhood. Then go to 
www.sc.org/WIbeyondcoal and 
add your voice to the petition. 

From my neighborhood to 
yours, 

Michelle Jeske



Fall 2018                 Page 3

Real Estate Update and 
Home Improvement Info

For Sale
Address Beds Baths Finished 

Square Feet List Price

416 North St 3 1 1,072 $219,900
406 N 7th St 3 2 1,008 $247,000
1946 E Mifflin St 3 1 952 $250,000

Sold Homes for the Past Year
Address Beds Baths Finished 

Square Feet Sold Price

1939 E Mifflin St 2 1 704 $129,900
103 N 7th St 3 1.5 1,458 $157,900
313 N 6th St 3 1.5 1,302 $159,000
2105 E Johnson St 2 2 816 $159,900
2133 E Johnson St 2 1 861 $167,500
2629 Scofield St 2 1 774 $170,000
413 N 7th St 3 1.5 1,592 $174,900
2302 Upham St 3 1 1,072 $175,000
29 N 1st St 3 1.5 1,469 $186,000
2501 E Johnson St 2 1 1,132 $186,900
2026 E Dayton St 1 1 792 $187,900
2407 Hoard St 2 1 979 $190,000
2551 Hoard St 2 2 1,386 $201,900
2535 E Dayton St 2 1 1,402 $202,500
1942 E Dayton St 3 1.5 992 $210,000
414 N 7th St 3 1 1,446 $211,000
310 N 5th St 3 1 1,100 $213,650
1940 E Washington Ave 3 1 1,136 $215,100
29 N 5th St 3 1 1,250 $220,000
2553 Hoard St 3 1 1,330 $222,000
223 N 5th St 3 1.5 1,266 $224,500
30 North St 3 1.5 1,317 $225,000
311 N 6th St 2 1 937 $240,000
1920 E Washington Ave 3 1.5 1,314 $240,000
2560 Upham St 2 2 860 $250,000
121 N 6th St 3 2 934 $264,000
2510 Upham St 3 2 1,156 $265,000
113 N 5th St 3 1.5 1,253 $270,000
2017 E Mifflin St 2 1 1,192 $271,000
2530 E Johnson St 3 2 1,297 $291,000
1921 E Mifflin St 2 1 960 $291,000
2525 E Dayton St 3 2.5 1,714 $299,000
2318 E Mifflin St 3 1.5 1,449 $330,500
2206 E Johnson St 4 1 1,771 $333,000

Fiscal Year 
2016

Fiscal Year 
2017

Average Sales Price $241,815 $221,619 Decreased since more 
smaller homes sold.

1

Single family home data for active, pending and sold properties was provided from the 
multiple listing service as of September 1, 2018. 

608-244-9900
1422 MacArthur Rd.

vineryglass.com

Beginners welcome 
and encouraged.

Many inspiring classes 
to choose from.

Fun and friendly environment 
to explore your creative side!

• Fused Glass 
• Stained Glass
• Mosaic 
• Flameworking

The Vinery
Stained Glass Studio

 
Try out a class in glass art.

By Dane County Executive Joe 
Parisi

Over the last few weeks, Dane 
County has experienced some of 
the worst flooding we have ever 
seen. This tragedy has brought our 
community together and I have 
been heartened by the incredible 
demonstrations of neighbors helping 
neighbors. Our first responders once 
again rose to the occasion.

In the months ahead we will learn 
the extent of the damage to homes, 
businesses and infrastructure. Dane 
County Emergency Management 
will work with municipalities to 
help apply for relief.

What we are seeing in our 
community is that climate change 
is real and will present more severe 
weather patterns – the extent to with 
we have never seen. We must pull 
together as a community, as a state 

and as a country to make infrastruc-
ture changes that can handle more 
severe weather while also address-
ing fossil fuel emissions. Dane 
County will continue to lead the way 
when it comes to addressing climate 
change and we urge other munici-
palities, counties and the state to 
join our efforts. As we have seen it 
is too important to not address.

Dane County created a website that 
houses all of our resources to help 
those affected by the recent floods. 
For more information and up to 
date resources please go to https://
dcflood.countyofdane.com.

County Executive  
Column

Burr Jones Park and the Yahara river on 
August 21, 2018. Photo: Indira Ceylan

By Adrienne Sella, Sella Realty

Another great year for real estate in 
Emerson East and it continues to be 
a sellers market! Our neighborhood 
had 34 homes sell this past year and 
the previous year was only 24. The 
average sales price decreased to 
$221,619 vs $241,815 since more 
smaller homes sold and the average 
price per sq ft had a slight increase. 
The average time on market for 
homes is the same as previous year 
at only 13 days on market. The 
market is competitive since there 
are more buyers seeking to buy 
and not enough sellers. Buyers are 
eager to purchase since 68% of the 
homes sold at or above list price and 
many with multiple offers. Because 
of the high demand, many buyers 
were willing to remove contingen-
cies and add creative contingen-
cies that would benefit the seller. 
Realtors have the knowledge to let 
you know what is needed since they 
are the most knowledgeable if you 
are selling or buying. Since it’s not 
always about pricing, they can help 
guide you on the offer details so you 
get an accepted offer and make it to 
closing.

If you currently own a house, 
you may be thinking about doing 
home improvements and figuring 
out ways to spend less in utilities. 

Especially with winter approaching. 
Green Madison is a great resource. 
You can host an Energy House and 
receive a free energy audit on your 
home. Who wouldn’t want to learn 
smart ways to improve in their 
home? And they will share info 
with you and your friends about any 
rebates and incentives to help you 
offset the cost of these improve-
ments. For more details, go to www.
GreenMadison.org.

Another great program…MadiSUN 
Solar Energy Program. Solar panels 
will reduce your electrical bill and 
it is also a clean, renewable energy 
source. Participants can receive a 
Federal Tax Credit equal to 30% of 
the cost of their system. Through 
Wisconsin’s Focus on Energy 
program, solar electric systems 
qualify for up to a $2,000 cash 
rebate. Madison homeowners also 
have the ability to finance 100% of 
the cost of their system through a 
low-interest, fixed-rate loan through 
the Solar Energy Loan Program. 
You can find more info at www.
madisunsolar.com.

With any improvements on your 
home, think about what return you 
are expecting on these updates. 
Improvements may help sell a home. 
However, you may not receive a 
direct return on what was spent. 

Think about how long you will 
be staying in the home and decide 
if the expense is right for you and 
your long term plan. A realtor can 
help advise you too.

If you don’t currently own a home 
and you are thinking about buying 
a home soon or in a few years, it is 
good to start looking now. It is less 
stressful when you have more time 
to educate yourself on the market 
and then you can go full speed when 
the time is right. It is also wise to 
meet with a lender early on. They 
can go over your budget, different 
loan options and figure out what is 
right for you so you can plan accord-
ingly. Waiting too long to save more 
on a down payment may not always 
be the best plan since home prices 
will continue to rise and interest 
rates may too. Rates are still low, 
around 4.625% for a 30 year fixed 
rate mortgage, and you can do as 
little as 3% for a down payment. 
Talk to your lender and they can 
help you decide. If you have any 
additional real estate questions or 
want more details on the property 
report, please feel free to contact 
me at Adrienne@SellaRealty.com 
or 608-886-7139.

There will be opportunity for EENA 
to provide input into the City of 
Madison’s review and approval 
process first during the UDC’s 
formal review, and second during 
the Planning and Zoning Office 
review and approval process. We 
will keep everyone informed as 
additional information becomes 
available, and those project reviews 
begin to happen. In the meantime, if 
anyone has questions please contact 
Dave Taylor, davidtaylor@wisc.
edu, 608-609-8119.

Development 
Continued from Page 1

Excerpt from one of the concept site plans 
submitted by MDC to the City in August. 
Source: Knothe Bruce Architects
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Sep 22, Sustainable Saturday Night, 
6-8pm, James Reeb, 2146 E Johnson St

Oct 17, Emerson East Neighborhood 
Association (EENA) annual elections 
meeting & neighborhood dinner, 
6:30-8pm, Bashford Church, 329 North 
St → Agenda will be posted one week in 
advance at www.emersoneast.wordpress.
com

Oct 18, Coffee with a Cop, 9-10am, 
Warner Park CRC, 1625 Northport Dr  
→ Monthly event, see online calendar for 
additional dates

Oct 24, Oscar Mayer Strategic 
Assessment Committee meeting → For 
time and location of monthly meetings 
see www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/
planning/oscar-mayer/2614/ 

Oct 27, Sustainable Saturday Night, 
6-8pm, James Reeb

Nov 6, General Election 
Nov 6, EENA Social, 6-8pm, Dexter’s 
Pub

Nov 14, Alternate Side Parking Starts 

No EENA Meeting in November!

Nov 24, Sustainable Saturday Night, 
6-8pm, James Reeb

Dec 4,  EENA Social, 6-8pm, Dexter’s 
Pub

Dec 19, EENA meeting, 6:30-8pm, 
Bashford Church

Jan 1,  EENA Social, 6-8pm, Dexter’s 
Pub → Tentative, check the website or 
social media!

Jan 16, EENA meeting, 6:30-8pm, 
Bashford Church

Jan 26, Sustainable Saturday Night, 
6-8pm, James Reeb

Feb 5,  EENA Social, 6-8pm, Dexter’s 
Pub

Feb 19,  Spring Primary Election → For 
voting locations and sample ballots visit 
https://myvote.wi.gov 

Feb 20, EENA meeting, 6:30-8pm, 
Bashford Church

Feb 23, Sustainable Saturday Night, 
6-8pm, James Reeb

Mar 1, Submissions due for Spring 2019 
EENA Newsletter → For details visit 
https://emersoneast.wordpress.com/
neighborhood-newsletter/

Mar 5,  EENA Social, 6-8pm, Dexter’s 
Pub

Mar 20, EENA meeting, 6:30-8pm, 
Bashford Church

Mar 23, Sustainable Saturday Night, 
6-8pm, James Reeb

April 2,  Spring Election

April 2,  EENA Social, 6-8pm, Dexter’s 
Pub

Event Calendar
For up-to-date information,   

visit www.emersoneast.wordpress.com/events/

Dinner & Elections: October 17, 6:30pm
Join your neighbors at the annual EENA elections meeting. Participate 
in electing a new Steering Committee and set priorities for the new year.

Experienced, creative 
professional hair stylist 
featuring earth-friendly  
color & products

Call 608.566.8520 or book your appointment  
online at profiles.salonrunner.com

Located in the new 
Schenk’s Corner Suites 

1965 Winnebago St.

Pro   lesf i
by Heidi

NEW CLIENTS 
Mention this ad  

& receive $10  
off any service!

By Dr. Marc Siegel, Isthmus 
Veterinary Care

Inappropriate urination (IAU) is a 
very frustrating issue for cat owners 
and one of the most common reasons 
people put their cats up for adoption. 
While IAU can make you want to 
pull your hair out, there are several 
solutions to try before saying so long 
to your feline friend. 

The first thing I would recommend 
is scheduling a check-up with your 
veterinarian to rule out any potential 
health issues. Cats suffering from 
a urinary tract infection will often 

experience discomfort while trying 
to urinate and may start to associate 
the litter box with pain. Munster 
could also be suffering from 
diabetes, kidney, or thyroid disease, 
all of which would make him want 
to drink more and therefore have to 
urinate more frequently. If your cat 
is otherwise healthy, he may feel 
unsafe using the litter box. Litter 
boxes should be placed in quiet, 
open, warm areas of the home. 
Avoid placing the box at the end of 
a narrow hall where a cat’s path to 
his bathroom could be blocked. Also 
make sure you have one more litter 
box than there are cats. For example, 
if you have two cats, you should have 
at least three litter boxes in different 
areas of the home. 

Stress or anxiety could also be 
contributing to IAU.  Have you 
recently moved, gotten new pets, 
or had a baby? If so, Munster might 
need a little time to adjust to his new 
environment. You can talk with your 
vet about calming supplements and 
anti-depressant medications to help 
him get through the transition. 

I hope one of these solutions works 
for Munster. 

Thanks for writing!       –Dr. Marc  

Have a question for Dr. Marc? 
Email him at  

info@isthmusvetcare.com.

Litter Box Woes

Dear Dr. Marc,

Help! My beloved cat Munster 
recently started urinating on 
our carpet. It’s become such a 
problem that my wife wants to get 
rid of him! What options do we 
have?                          –Perry S. 

GS3085  8/10/2018

• See how your energy use compares to other nearby homes.

• See whether you’ve used more energy compared to last year. 

Visit mge.com/compare and sign in to My Account for details.   
Have questions? Call our Home Energy Line at 252-7117.

Working together, we can reduce our energy use and reach our 
goals under Energy 2030. Learn more: energy2030together.com

Get a clear picture 
of your energy use


