
Emerson East Neighborhood Association 
Wednesday,  August 3, 2016 

 
Present: Mary Anglim,  Indira Ceylan, Tim Cordon, Amanda Duesterbeck, Diane Farsetta, Joel Gratz (chair), Chris Heaton, 
Barb Jenkin, John Koch (secretary), Derek McRoberts, Kayne Neigherbauer, Sarah Perdue, Doug Renk, Adrienne Sella, 
Wes Webendorfer; Guests: Becky Halpin-Beck (Bashford Liaison), Alder Larry Palm 
 
July Minutes: Approved without change. 
 
Alder's Report: 1) There is a possibility that Fordem Ave. may be closed during parts of the E. Johnson St. reconstruction. 
2) The public market is still on track, pending decisions on the 2017 city budget. The city is seeking federal money for 
several projects, and the public market is not the top priority. The city is starting a “Market Ready Program,” in which a 
contractor will channel money and expertise to local and diverse prospective vendors. There are efforts to establish an 
independent board of directors. 3) A group of neighbors of the Oscar Mayer property has formed to seek public engagement 
on redevelopment of the property. The mayor has a vision involving employment opportunities, but the neighbors have not 
been consulted. 4) Work on improving the bike path has begun. 
 
Treasurer's Report: We have two new members, and have made no payments during last month.  
 
Sustainability Task Force: There is about $40,000 unspent from the EEEPY plan block grant, and some of it could be 
spent on Pennsylvania Park. Suggestions were: edible landscaping, statuary, a bus shelter with a design based on the tiny 
houses, clotheslines, a kiosk, sound buffering (hedges), a mural, interactive play or athletic structures, walking paths, signs, 
a drinking fountain, and seating. Larry will meet on the site with city engineers to see what is feasible. The neighborhood 
will meet to see what we will propose. Ideally, the proposal will be ready by October, so that the project can be completed 
next spring. The next STF meeting is at 5:30, September 7,  just before the EENA meeting. 
 
Monthly Social: The July social went well, with 10-15 people attending. The next one is August 16. 
 
Sustainable Saturday Nights: The August 27 SSN will focus on climate change. The September and October meetings 
will focus on racial justice. The Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice has chosen our neighborhood for a pilot project 
on promoting racial justice work. 
 
Eastside Planning Council: Nothing new to report. 
 
By-Laws Revision: The proposed amendments will be posted on the website, and announcements made via our 
Yahoogroup and NextDoor so that we can vote on them at our September meeting. 
 
Election Meeting: October is our elections meeting. Nominations and self-nominations can be made at our next meeting. 
 
Newsletter: Deadline is August 15. 
 
Oscar Mayer: Joel asked what level of engagement we wanted in the Oscar Mayer redevelopment project. Oscar Mayer is 
in the Sherman neighborhood, but other neighborhoods are affected, including Maple Bluff. Larry suggested Royster-Clark 
as a model, in which an ad hoc city committee was formed to produce a plan. Developers knew what was expected before 
they made a proposal. Several people expressed interest in going to meetings of the current informal “Oscar Group” of 
neighbors. Their meetings are not well-publicized, and Larry will try to find out more. 
 
Planning and Design Awards: Tim will nominate OM Village for one of the Mayor's Planning and Design Awards.  
 
Wisconsin State Journal Neighborhoods Project: The WSJ is asking people to take a survey telling why their 
neighborhoods are unique. We will post a link to this survey through our Yahoogroup and NextDoor. 
 
Public Safety: There was police activity at the halfway house at Hoard and North, and suspected drug dealing in the 
immediate area. 
 
Primary Election: August 9. 


