
Emerson East Neighborhood Association 
Wednesday,  April 6, 2016 

Minutes  
 
Present: Tim Cordon,  Amanda Duesterbeck, Joel Gratz (chair), Chris Heaton, Victor Kilman, John Koch (secretary), Derek 
McRoberts, Gail Piper, Erin Sommerfeld, Anita Temple; Guests:  Alder Larry Palm; Officer David Dexheimer and 
Detective Kevin Linsmeier, North District MPD; Bruce Wallbaum and Luca Clemente, OM Village 
 
March Minutes: Chris moved and Amanda seconded approval without change. Approved. 
 
Police Report: There was a shot fired at a car on Hoard St. at about 5:00 pm, February 18. A neighbor had heard an 
escalating altercation and had called police even before the gun was drawn. Police were on the way within minutes, but 
could not find the shooter or the fleeing car. Det. Linsmeier interviewed many of the neighbors, and was able to get rough 
descriptions of the parties involved, and a description of the car that included a distinctive characteristic – a sticker in a 
certain location. Officers were alerted to this description and located the vehicle and a woman matching the description of 
the woman in the fleeing car. She was uncooperative, but the alleged shooter was arrested and charged, and is now out on 
bond. The shooting seems to have been caused by a girlfriend-boyfriend quarrel, rather than drug-dealing. The alleged 
shooter was a frequent visitor to the problem property on the 2300 block of Hoard St. Police are looking at various angles 
for resolving problems at that address. Earlier this year, there was a heroin overdose death in a car parked in the 2400 block 
of Hoard St., and neighbors have reported suspicious “short-term traffic” indicating possible drug-dealing. Hoard's locataion 
makes it is a convenient place for drug deals arranged by cell phone. Officer Dexheimer repeated that if you wonder 
whether you should report something, report it; and if you wonder whether you should call 911, call 911. Incident reports 
help police in “crime prevention through environmental design.” When you make a report, you are supposed to be given the 
option of saying that you don't want an officer to come to your door. Thefts from autos are happening all over the city; 
heroin is the major cause. Officer Dexheimer didn't have any details on a recent hit-and-run on Fifth St  
 
Alder's Report: 1) There is a proposal for a health club in one of the old warehouses on Packers Avenue. Larry assumes 
that this would not raise many concerns. 2) There is proposal to open a bar in the former Einstein's Bagels shop near the 
Camelot Apartments. This is in Alder Zellers' district. There are concerns about noise, safety, and the business history of the 
owners. 3) Victor complained about speeding on Sixth St., even around the traffic circles, and on E. Johnson St. by Emerson 
School, even when children were present. Larry said that studies show that most means of trying to slow traffic, including 
stop signs, speed boards, targeted enforcement, etc., “wear off” after a few months. Speed humps do reduce speeds and 
Sixth St. residents can petition for them, but they can not be installed on E. Johnson St. due to the level of traffic and the bus 
routes using E. Johnson St. Officer Dexheimer said that he would alert the traffic enforcement ream about the problem. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  We have 66 current members and $1483 in the bank. The last newsletter has been paid for.  
 
Sustainability Task Force:  The STF now meets at 5:30 immediately before the regular EENA meeting. Today's 
discussion was about developing a grant proposal for a Monarch butterfly waystation within the Demetral berm. The April 
23 Sustainable Saturday Night will feature Bryan Johnson, Madison's Recycling Coordinator and an opportunity for people 
to drop off items for Clean Sweep. Earth Day clean-up will take place in Demetral on the morning of April 23. OM Village 
is now a co-sponsor the the SSN and the OM Village workshop is prepared to start building benches, planters, birdhouses, 
etc.,  
 
OM Village: Another step in the phase-in project has been approved, and the village can now add two more houses. There 
are now five residents. There will be a plant sale and celebration on May 7. 
 
Eastside Planning Council: EPC now meets at 4:00 pm before the Sustainable Saturday Nights. There is continuing 
planning concerning the redevelopment of the East Towne area, the re-establishment of the Darbo-Worthington 
Neighborhood Association, and the EENA greenspace project as a model for other neighborhoods. 
 
Monthly Social: Different people seem to show up, though the number seems to remain about the same. 
 
By-Laws Review: Again, referred to the next meeting, where an effort will be made to put it at the top of the agenda. 
 
Yard Sale Day: June 4. John moved and Erin seconded that we will allocate $75 dollars towards expenses, and coordinate 
with OM Village in producing and distributing a flyer that would cover their Plant Sale and our events. Amanda will gather 
material for our part of the flyer and work with OM Village on the text. 


