
Emerson East Neighborhood Association 
Wednesday,  March 2, 2016 

Minutes  
 
Present: Indira Ceylan, Tim Cordon,  Amanda Duesterbeck, Joel Gratz (chair), Chris Heaton, Math Heinzel, John Koch 
(secretary), Sarah Krahn, Patrick Lyons, Derek McRoberts, Kayne Neigherbauer, Bruce Nisbet, Gail Piper, Doug Renk, Jill 
Schneider, Adrienne Sella, Anita Temple; Guests:  Alder Larry Palm; Becky Halpin-Beck, Bashford United Methodist 
Church 
 
February Minutes: Gail moved and Derek seconded approval without change. Approved. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  New issue of newsletter has enough advertising that it may pay for itself. We have 65 current 
members, and $1561.40 in the bank, with a newsletter bill pending.  
 
Sustainability Task Force:  There was not enough time to prepare a neighborhood grant proposal for green space 
improvements before the deadline, but planning for future grant applications will continue. Meetings will take place at 5:30 
on first Wednesdays at Bashford, immediately preceding the regular EENA meeting. The February 27 Sustainable Saturday 
Night was a Peace, Justice, and Sustainability Fair featuring a variety of organizations. The March 26 SSN will feature 
neighborhood projects around the city. 
 
Eastside Planning Council: 1) EPC is helping the greater Sandburg neighborhood get input into plans for redevelopment 
of the East Towne area. 2) EPC is helping people interested in re-establishing the Worthington Park Neighborhood 
Association. 3) EPC is planning to work on promoting green space improvements in the Emerson East neighborhood as a 
model for other neighborhoods. 
 
Monthly Social: About 12-15 people came to the February social. Next one will be March 15 (third Tuesday.) Adrienne 
will consider moving it to the Tip Top Tavern patio during the warmer weather.  
 
Alder's Report: 1) The public meeting on the future Oscar Mayer property ended early. Using it as a transportation hub 
was a popular option, but that would only take a portion of the property. The mayor wants it to provide jobs. Oscar Mayer 
was a major water user, and people will see slight increases in their water/sewer bills when it shuts down. 2) No further 
news on the public market. They are still considering an entity to manage it. 3) Plans for the Demetral bike path were 
approved, except for the part in the triangle by OM Village.  
 
Problem Property on Hoard St. An incident involving a man shooting at a car on Hoard St. seems to be connected to 
tenants living in a house in the 2300 block. (Officer Dexheimer later reported that the suspected shooter does not live in the 
neighborhood.) This property has been a problem for many years. Some neighbors plan on going to Chief Koval's listening 
session on March 9. Larry will help immediate neighbors set up a meeting with police, and Joel will invite Officer 
Dexheimer or another North District representative to our next meeting. Reports of possible building code violations can be 
made anonymously, but inspectors cannot enter buildings without permission; otherwise, they can only report what they see 
from the street or another property that they do have permission to enter. There is a minor living in the house, which makes 
eviction difficult, but which may also give some leverage to get Social Services involved. 
 
By-Laws Review: Due to time constraints, the report of the By-Laws Review Committee was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
Community Gardens/Demetral: Gail would like to see if there are enough people interested in community garden space to 
work on finding a location. Anita is interested in establishing a butterfly area within Demetral. Both of these ideas will be 
brought to the green space improvement meeting at 5:30 prior to our April 6 meeting. 
 
Litter around East High: A neighbor has reported that an assistant principal at East did not seem to take her complaints 
about litter seriously. Inviting Principal Hernandez to a future meeting is a possibility. 
 
 


