
Adapted from information provided 
by Dan Kennelly, City of Madison

The City of Madison is making 
progress on the Madison Public 
Market District. The vision is to 
create a multi-use district featuring a 
mix of food retail, wholesaling, and 
processing, as well as potentially 
arts/craft vending, community uses, 
events, and other activities.  Further, 
the project aims to create a culturally 
diverse and dynamic public space that 
becomes a welcoming destination 
for all Madison residents.

After several months of research, 
public outreach, and analysis, the 
City is moving forward and focuses 
on an area in Emerson East as the 
“preferred location”, the area along 
E Washington Ave near the Yahara 
River.

Below is an overview of the next 
steps the City is planning to take to 
develop a market district. 

March Staff/Committee Review
- City staff and the Local Food 
Committee reviews the draft of 
the Public Market District Design 
and Business Plan by Project for 
Public Places (PPS) and provides 
comments, edits, and additions.

Neighborhood/Community Meetings
– One or more meetings to share 
the draft plans and get input from 
the interests and concerns from 
the neighborhood and the general 
community. 

Vendor/Operational Meetings – 
One or more meetings focused 
on the operational plan for the 
Public Market include spaces, rent 
structures, operating hours, etc.  

Equity Analysis – The public 
meetings will emphasize 
the equity analysis being 
conducted as part of the 
project.  This will include 
sharing results of the equity 
survey and getting input on 

how the business plan and design 
relates to the City’s equity goals.  

April PPS Presentation – PPS team 
comes to Madison to presents and 
takes questions/comments on the 
draft business plan from the Local 
Food Committee and Community

May City Committee Review – The 
draft business plan will be reviewed 
by City Committees including 
but not limited to the Economic 
Development Committee, Food 
Policy Council, and Sustainability 
Committee.   

PPS Revisions – City Staff will 
consolidate all of the staff, public, 
and committee comments and 
recommendations into one set of 
directions for PPS to revise the 
business plan.

Common Council Adoption – Once 
PPS revises the draft, the Common 
Council will vote on the adoption the 
fi nalized business plan.    

June to December Launch 
Implementation Phase – Project 
shifts gears from “business plan” 
stage to “implementation” stage 
which may include creating a new 
non-profi t organization, fundraising, 
fi nalizing tenant agreements, 
fi nalization design, pre-construction, 
etc.
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MadCity Bazaar Kicks Off Season Two!

Join us for the second season of 
MadCity Bazaar, a successful urban 
pop up fl ea market. Organizers 
Meghan Blake-Horst and Joe Mingle 
proudly announce that the 2015 
season will be considerably longer, 

featuring a total of 22 market days 
this season with a larger contingent 
of regular vendors. 

MadCity Bazaar has partnered this 
year with Let’s Eat Out! A group 
of local food carts on a mission to 
promote and advocate for the success 
of the local Mobil food entrepreneurs 
while bringing neighborhoods 
together and expanding access to 
local food. Together we will host 
three scheduled concerts and rotating 
food carts at each market. A Fall 
Food Cart Festival on September 27 

will close the season.

The MadCity Bazaar 
is a juried fl ea market 
featuring the fi nest 
makers, creators and 
collectors. In addition 
to being a venue for 
existing vendors to 
market their goods, MadCity Bazaar 
is also meant to be an economic 
development project. Low overhead 
and guaranteed foot traffi c provides 
an invaluable marketing opportunity 
for small and new producers and 
vendors in the community.

“Joe and I are very excited about the 
changes occurring with the MadCity 
Bazaar,” says Blake-Horst. “The 
schedule for market days is now both 
Saturdays and Sundays on the fi rst 
and third weekends of every month, 
May through September. Because 
we can accommodate more vendors, 
we will be able to keep the vendor 
booth fee low- between $25 and $50 
per day.”

All this will occur at a new location, in 
the parking lot of the Fiore Shopping 
Center at East Washington Avenue 
and First Street. The new venue’s 
expansive area and high visibility 
along a major thoroughfare will 
provide a big boost to the endeavor.

Non-profi t organizations are also 
encouraged to make application to 
be present at the market. One non-
profi t organization will be hosted at 
the hospitality tent on each market 
weekend. Agency representatives 
can offer information and sell items 
directly related to their area of 
interest.

Visit www.MadCityBazaar.com 
for more information or contact 
Meghan Blake-Horst, Market 
Manager, MadCity Bazaar 
atmeghan@madcitybazaar.com.

Impressions from MadCity Bazaar in 2014 Photo: MadCity Bazaar

Making the Madison Public 
Market District Reality
Timeline for the First Half of 2015

Get Email Updates
For more information and to sign 
up for email updates visit www.
cityofmadison.com/publicmarket 
or contact Dan Kennelly, 
dkennelly@cityofmadison.com.

Art for sale at MadCity Bazaar in 2014 
Photo: MadCity Bazaar

Inside this Newsletter
How can we ensure 
sustainability of large-scale 
projects? More thoughts about 
the Public Market District on 
Page 2

Average sales prices for houses 
in Emerson East are on the rise! 
See details about sold and for 
sale houses on Page 3

Got a yellow dot on your tree? 
Read about the Emerald Ash 
Borer on Page 4
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it for vast amounts of parking. We 
need to creatively make it easier 
and more economical for people to 
visit the Public Market by public 
transportation.

Recreation
What a great place to recreate! On 
the edge of the river, close to Tenney 
Park, and adjacent to Burr Jones 
Park it could be a beautiful site for 
paddling out to the lake, enjoying 
an athletic game, fishing, listening 
to a concert in the park or having 
a picnic. With a wide selection of 
foods and things to do, what more 
could we want?

Well, how about some elevation? As 
our city is doing its part to reduce 
urban sprawl and more and more 
people are being packed into a city 
that is literally growing “up”, our 
public lands and green spaces are 
also in higher and higher demand. 
By making our public market a 
multi-story structure, we would 
create more space to compensate for 
our growing density. And, shouldn’t 

everybody have the opportunity 
to enjoy beautiful views of the 
river, the lakes, the creeks and the 
neighborhoods?  Madison has a 
real lack of public spaces where 
anyone can just hang out and enjoy 
an elevated view. A multi-story 
public market makes it possible to 
have more visitors without feeling 
overcrowded. Breathing space and 
vistas are important components of 
a truly sustainable city.

Justice
Lastly, let this new community 
space be a testament to our fair city’s 
commitment to justice for all.

We need community spaces that are 
inviting, accessible and safe for all 
people. Where people can come on 
foot, bike, stroller, bus, wheelchair or 
skates and not feel accosted by cars, 
pollution and noise. Where families 
can play, picnic, fish, shop or dine. 
Let’s build a public market with the 
labor and love of our people, for all 
people, even those who are yet to 
come. In doing so, we build a just 
community.

The Madison Public Market is 
an amazing opportunity for our 
neighborhood! Will it be a beautiful 
park/food center/transit hub and 
gathering place with beautiful 
views? Or, will it mean more traffic, 
parking lots, pollution and noise, 
further cutting Emerson East off 
from its riverside border? I think that 
this is a question important enough 
for us all to create some answers.

Please help us guide this process so 
that we, the people, have the public 
market and riverside of our dreams!

Advertising and submissions for the  
FALL 2015 issue of ‘The Neighbor’  

due AUGUST 15, 2015
Send ads, articles, announcements and images to Indira Ceylan (indira.ceylan@gmail.com). 
Contact Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck (duesterbeck@gmail.com) for billing.

Ad Pricing: all dimensions W x H
Full page: $200 (10.25”x 16”)  Half page: $100 (10.25” x 8” or 5” x 16”)
Quarter page: $50 (5” x 8”) Eighth page: $35 (5” x 4”)
Biz Card: $25 (4” x 2.25”)
 
Discounts available for advertising in multiple issues.  
Simple ad design provided for free with advanced notice (you provide 
copy and images).

 

Going Forth, for a Sustainable Public Market,  
Community Vision… and a View
Tim Cordon, Co-chair of the Emerson 
East Neighborhood Association’s 
Sustainability Task Force

These are exciting times in the 
Emerson East Neighborhood! We’ve 
become the first urban neighborhood 
in the world with a “tiny house” 
eco-village. (What a beautiful 
transformation that’s been!) On 
our eastern border, we will soon 
be seeing big changes as the Union 
Corners project gets underway. And, 
in the next few years, our border 
with the Yahara River will soon 
become the home for Madison’s 
“Public Market” and the beginnings 
of what may become our city’s first 
food district!

This last development and the 
amazing opportunities it presents 
has got a number of Emerson East 
neighbors very excited… and also, a 
bit concerned!

Handled well, this project will 
transform our neighborhood’s 
southern riverside border and 
the green spaces around it, into a 
beautiful, welcoming community 
space that will be the destination 
for many forms of culinary culture, 
music, recreation and community. 
Handled poorly, this already 

congested intersection of major 
highways and streets, two sets of 
train tracks, sidewalks and bike paths 
will become even more congested, 
loud, polluted and unwelcoming.

How we move forward with this 
piece of land is a very important 

thing, not only for us as neighbors, 
but also for the vast number of 
visitors who will come from far and 
wide to enjoy this amazing place we 
call home.

I urge all who live in and around 
Emerson East to spend some time in 
the area of First and Johnson Street 
and along the river in Burr Jones 
Field and consider the possibilities 
for this area. What follows are some 
important things to ponder.

Transit
As our planet is heating up and 
climatic changes threaten our very 
future, the need to shift to public 
transit must be at the center of all 
that we plan and build. How much 
more congestion and traffic do 
we want in this little corner of our 
neighborhood? The Public Market 
gives us a golden opportunity to 
design a warm, safe and pleasant 
transit hub. If public transit is a more 
economical and convenient way to 
visit the public market, and if parking 
is less convenient and costly, people 
will take public transit. Imagine a 
commute on a bus or train in which 
you could stop at a transit hub and 
shop, gather or dine with a variety 
of food options. Imagine eating your 
meal as you looked out over the 
Yahara River, the lakes it connects, 
and people playing in the park.

As we re-purpose this land, we must 
consider all that it could be. This 
is our opportunity to build a little 
piece of the world we dream of. 
There is only so much city-owned 
common space left for such a vision. 
Let’s use it carefully and very well. 
And let’s not have the goal to use 

Sustainability Task 
Force

The Emerson East Neighborhood 
Association’s Sustainability 
Task Force (STF) co-sponsors 
a monthly potluck and program 
on the theme of sustainability 
on the fourth Saturday of each 
month (except December) at 
5:30pm at James Reeb Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, 2146 
E Johnson St.

To find out more about how the 
STF is working to build a more 
sustainable neighborhood, come 
to a potluck or contact Tim 
Cordon at 608-630-3633.

Looking east at the Yahara River bike path, Burr Jones Field, Fiore shopping center and 
the City’s fleet services building, the potential future home of the Madison Public Market. 
Photo: Indira Ceylan
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Co-chair Joel Gratz eenachairs@yahoo.com 
Co-chair  Anne Gassere eenachairs@yahoo.com 
Secretary John Koch jnkoch@gmail.com 
Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck    duesterbeck@gmail.com   
Area 1 Representative Erin Sommerfeld erinsommerfeld@gmail.com
Area 1 Representative Amanda Duesterbeck duesterbeck@gmail.com
Area 2 Representative Adrienne Sella adriennesella@gmail.com
Area 2/Newsletter Indira Ceylan indira.ceylan@gmail.com
Area 3 Representative Tim Cordon cordon4peace@gmail.com 
Area 3 Representative Diane Farsetta farsettad@gmail.com
Member at Large Gail Piper gailpiper6@aol.com
Dog Parks Paddy Rourke                  paddyrourke@gmail.com        
Public Art  Diane Farsetta farsettad@gmail.com
Sustainability  Tim  Cordon cordon4peace@gmail.com

Share and read information important to our neighborhood at  
groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena 

Find us on Facebook – Go to emersoneast.wordpress.com

Adrienne Sella, Sella Realty

The spring real 
estate market 
has started early 
and we already 
have a shortage 
of inventory, 
especially in our 
n e i g h b o r h o o d . 
The East 
W a s h i n g t o n 
corridor continues 

to be developed and we are lucky to 
have promising projects to benefit 
our neighborhood, Union Corners 
development and the Public Market at 
East Johnson and First Street. Having 
more amenities within walking and 
biking distance will be very appealing 
to new buyers and the current residents 
of our neighborhood.

Single family home prices in our 
neighborhood have increased by 15% 
this past year with an average sales 
price of $191,218 and the average days 
on market is only 31 days. Wow is right! 
We did have more larger homes sell but 
the price per sq ft has increased. Homes 
are also selling within 99% of the list 
price. Prior year was 96%. This does 
not indicate homes can be dramatically 
overpriced since a buyer will still need 
to have the home appraise correctly 
for financing. It just means offers are 
getting more competitive as we still 
have a shortage of inventory. A real 
estate professional will be able to help 
you with pricing at the right price so it 
does sell in the shortest amount of time. 
Zestimates from Zillow are what I like 
to call “Zwrong” and assessments are 
not accurate indicators of how to price 

a home. A professional that is familiar 
with the industry needs to see and 
evaluate a home to price it accordingly 
and to give staging and improvement 
advice. 

As spring and summer approach, you 
may be thinking about doing home 
improvements… updating the exterior, 
kitchen or bath. All are great ideas 
and keep in mind to not spend too 
much for the potential return. Some 
improvements may help sell a home 
but may not receive a direct return on 
what was spent. Think about how long 
you will be staying in the home and 
decide if the expense is right for you 
and your long term plan. 

For any buyers, if you are thinking 
about buying a home soon or in a few 
years, it is good to start looking now. 
It is less stressful when you have more 
time to educate yourself on the market 
and then you can go full speed when 
the time is right. It is also wise to meet 
with a lender early on. They can go over 
your budget, different loan options and 
figure out what is right for you so you 
can plan accordingly. Waiting too long 
to save more on a down payment may 
not always be the best plan since home 
prices will continue to rise and interest 
rates may too. Rates are still low, under 
4% for a 30-year fixed rate mortgage. 
Talk to your lender and they can help 
you decide.  

If you have any additional questions, 
please feel free to contact me at 
adrienne@SellaRealty.com or 608-
886-7139. 

Strong Seller’s Market

Save the Date!

Earth Day  
Demetral Park Clean Up

The annual Earth Day Demetral Park clean up will take place on  
April 25 from 9:00am until noon. 

We will clean up trash and work on several projects at the small berm 
on the corner of Commercial Ave and Pennsylvania Ave. Meet at 

9:00am at the shelter. Bring a  shovel and some pruners if you have 
them.
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Indira Ceylan, based on information 
from OM website

Despite freezing cold temperatures 
work in and around the OM Village  
located at E Johnson and N Third 
Street has not stopped. New tiny 
houses have been moved in, others 
are taking shape. Currently there 
are fi ve house but people can only 
live in three until OM Village builds 
a kitchen and community room. 
Another $100,000 need to be raised 
to realize this plan. 

OM volunteers are continuing to set 
up the shop, creating upcycled crafts 
for the store, and preparing for the 
summer growing season. Current 
volunteer shifts are Tuesday 6:30 – 
10, Thursday 3 – 7, Saturday 11 – 3 
and Sunday 3 – 7. New volunteers 
are welcome and new volunteer 
opportunities are being added!

Mar 28,  Sustainability Saturday,  
5:30pm Potluck and programming, 
James Reeb, 2146 E Johnson St 

Apr 1, Emerson East Neighborhood 
Association (EENA) meeting,  6:30-
8pm, Bashford Church, 329 North St

Apr 25, Earth Day Demetral Park Clean 
Up from 9:00am, corner of Commercial 
Ave and Pennsylvania Ave

Apr 25, Sustainability Saturday, 5:30pm

May 6, EENA meeting, 6:30pm

May 30, Sustainability Saturday, 5:30pm

Jun 3, EENA meeting, 6:30pm

Jun 13, Emerson East Neighborhood 
Yard Sale Day, Rain date Jun 20

Jun 21, Make Music Madison

Jun 27, Sustainability Saturday, 5:30pm

Jul 1, EENA meeting, 6:30pm

Jul 15, Emerald Ash Borer Info Session, 
6:30pm United Methodist Church, 329 
North St

Jul 25, Sustainability Saturday, 5:30pm

Aug 5, EENA meeting, 6:30pm

Aug 15, Deadline for fall EENA 
newsletter submissions

Aug 22, Sustainability Saturday, 5:30pm

Event Calendar
For up-to-date information,  see the EENA and Emerson East 

Sustainability Task Force Facebook pages;  join the EENA email 
group at  groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena/. 

To add your event to this calendar email: indira.ceylan@gmail.com

Gail Piper, Dane Co. Master 
Gardener Volunteer

You’ve undoubtedly heard of the 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) by now. 
And, you’ve certainly seen the 
“yellow dots of doom” the city has 
spray-painted on the street side of 
terrace trees in our neighborhood. 
Those poor ash trees are sitting 
on death row waiting for the city 
to get around to buzz saw them 
down. Luckily not all were tagged 
for destruction and were treated for 
EAB last year.

But, what about the trees in our 
yards? Do you have an ash tree 
on your property? And, if so, how 
vulnerable is it to EAB? How do you 
know if it is hosting this nasty green 
bug? Can you even identify an ash 
tree? The city only worries about the 

trees on street terraces, city parks and 
green spaces. The rest is up to us. So, 
it’s important that every homeowner 
be able to identify an ash tree, learn 
about EAB treatment options and 
how to tell if a tree has been infested.

In July EENA will have an 
informational session that will 
bring you up to speed on ash trees 

and this invasive 
pest. There will be 
printed information 
provided by 
C o m m u n i t y 
G r o u n d w o r k s 
on EAB, how to 
identify ash trees 
and how we can all 
be good stewards 
of our urban forest 
going forward.

The Green Menace Is Here
What’s a Home Owner To Do?

Mark Your Calendars!

Emerald Ash Borer 
Info Session

Wednesday, July 15, 6:30pm, 
Bashford United Methodist 
Church, 329 North St.

Guest Speaker: Lisa Johnson, 
Dane County UWEX Horticulture 
Instructor

Adult EAB is a small metallic green beetle measuring 3/8” to 
1/2” long and 1/16” to 1/8” wide Photo: UW Extension

Inside OM Village

Contact information on the outside of the 
village fence. Photo: Indira Ceylan

Read more about Occupy 
Madison and get up-to-date 
information about all their 
projects and volunteer shifts at  
www.occupymadisoninc.com.

Three of the tiny houses inside the village are currently inhabited. Photo: OM Village


