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Creating an Inclusive Space 
of Play for All Children
PTO and Neighbors are Making 
the Upgrade and Make-over 
of Emerson Elementary’s 
Playstructures Possible

Grab a Slice of Pizza,  
Cast Your Vote at the  
October 1st EENA Meeting!
Meredith Lowe  
EENA Co-Chair

The Emerson East Neighborhood Association holds its elections 
annually at the October meeting, and we encourage all neighborhood 
residents to attend. We will provide pizza, and elect this year’s council. 
There’s also a chance to win great door prizes from local businesses! 
The meeting will be from 6:30 – 8:00 pm on Wednesday, October 1st, 
at Bashford United Methodist Church (329 North Street). Please use 
the rear entrance.

Note that only EENA members who are current with their dues at the 
beginning of the meeting may vote. To be eligible for membership, 
you must be at least 18 years old and a homeowner, property owner, 
renter, or representative of a business within the boundaries of 
EENA. Membership forms will be available at the meeting (or find 
one included in this issue of The Neighbor). Attending one (or all!) 
monthly meetings or volunteering for your neighborhood association is 
a great way to “act local” and keep up to date on all sorts of interesting 
things and opportunities that affect you and your family. There are 
several openings on our council, most of which require minimal 
time commitment beyond regular attendance at the monthly meeting. 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month 6:30-8pm at 
Bashford Church, 329 North Street.

Current members may nominate or self-nominate for any position up 
for election.

The following council positions are available for election:
• Co-chair 1 (two-year term)
• Co-chair 2 (one-year term)
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Area Representatives for Areas 1, 2, and 3 (two each)

In addition to elected positions on the council, there are always 
opportunities for neighbors to join or lead efforts to address specific 
interests such as communications, public art, sustainability, safety and 
parks and gardens.

Adapted from Emerson Elementary 
PTO Website and Emails 

The playground of Emerson Elemen-
tary is being improved in two ways 
since this spring and summer. The 
PTO decided to start a multi-year 
project to install new equipment 
that is accessible to children of all 
abilities. A group of volunteers is 
repairing existing play structures. 

Over the past couple of years, the 
Emerson PTO has been considering 
the possibility to update the existing 
playground and gardens. Adults and 
children identified several priorities. 
The playground should be more 
accessible and allow for children 
of all abilities to play side-by-side. 
Everyone agrees to keep what’s 
working like the open space for 
playing soccer or football and the 
new stage. The children requested 
more climbing structures.  The 
poor drainage in some parts of the 
playground needs to be addressed 
– a problem too familiar to many 
backyards in the neighborhood. 

Thanks to successful fundraising and 
planning, the Emerson PTO was in a 

position to set aside $5,000 as initial 
seed money for this ambitious 
project. The plan is to install a first 
piece of new equipment in the 2014-
2015 school year. Being a multi-
year effort, the following years will 
bring additional improvements and 
installations.

A group of parents and neighbors 
are already making improvements to 
the existing structures near Seventh 
Street. The school is supplying 
materials, including paint and new 
lumber, and volunteers are donating 
their time and are brigning tools. 
Volunteers started re-painting the 
structure in August. The group is 
planning to replace all the cracked 
wood and re-paint the metal. 

  

Volunteers started priming the existing play structure near Seventh Street in August 2014. Additional work days are planned.

Possible plans for new equipment on Emerson’s playground

Do you want to be a part 
of improving Emerson 
Elementary School’s space 
for play? Contact the PTO, at  
emersonelepto@gmail.com, or 
Matt Jahnke, coordinating the 
repair efforts, at mtjahnke@
yahoo.com, to learn how. 

If you would like to make 
a donation, write a check to 
Emerson Elementary and drop it 
off at the school office or send to: 
Karen Kepler, Principal, Emerson 
Elementary, 2421 E Johnson St, 
Madison, WI 53704.
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Co-chair Meredith Lowe eenachairs@yahoo.com. 
Co-chair  OPEN  
Secretary John Koch jnkoch@gmail.com 
Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck    duesterbeck@gmail.com   
Area 1/Newsletter Anne Gassere avgassere@yahoo.com 
Area 1 Representative Amanda Duesterbeck duesterbeck@gmail.com
Area 2 Representative Indira Ceylan indira.ceylan@gmail.com
Area 2 Representative Adrienne Sella adriennesella@gmail.com 
Area 3 Representative Tim Cordon cordon4peace@gmail.com 
Area 3 Representative OPEN 
Dog Parks Paddy Rourke                  paddyrourke@gmail.com        
Parks & Gardens Anita Temple   anitatemple@hotmail.com
Public Art  Diane Farsetta farsettad@gmail.com
Sustainability  Tim  Cordon cordon4peace@gmail.com

Share and read information important to our neighborhood at  
groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena 

Find us on Facebook – Go to emersoneast.wordpress.com

Advertising and submissions for the  
SPRING 2015 issue of ‘The Neighbor’ due 

FEBRUARY 15, 2015
Send ads, articles, announcements and images to Anne Gassere (avgassere@yahoo.com). 
Contact Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck (duesterbeck@gmail.com) for billing.

Ad Pricing: all dimensions W x H
Full page: $200 (10.25”x 16”)  Half page: $100 (10.25” x 8” h or 5” x 16”)
Quarter page: $50 (5” x 8”) Eighth page: $35 (5” x 4”)
Biz Card: $25 (4” x 2.25”)
 
Discounts available for advertising in multiple issues. Simple ad de-
sign provided for free with advanced notice (you provide copy and 
images).

Madison Public Market
Excerpted from the City of Madison 
website 

What is the Madison 
Public Market?

The City of Madison created 
a business plan for the Madison 
Public Market, an indoor, year-round 
facility that builds on and supports the 
Madison area’s abundant local food 
system and numerous innovative 
food businesses and organizations.  
The market is envisioned as the 
anchor of a dynamic food district 
with a mix of food aggregation, 
wholesale, and retail uses.  It will 
become the epicenter of our region’s 
food system. 

The City and the Local Food 
Committee worked with a consulting 
team to develop a plan that will help 
guide decisions on the location, 
features, vendors, size, and operating 
plan for the market. The first site 
is envisioned to be a first step in 
creating a greater food district, so 
other sites may be brought into play 
at a later time.

How was the East Wash/
First Street Site Chosen?

In June, the Madison Local Food 
Committee selected three potential 
locations for the Madison Public 
Market District and, with the 
help of consultants, assessed their 
strengths and weaknesses before 

recommending the East Washington 
Avenue corridor at First Street in 
August. The other locations under 
consideration were/are the Park 
Street corridor at Wingra Drive and 
the Northside Town Center site.

Criteria for the site recommendation 
and selection include infrastructure 
(access to interstate,  airport as 
well as foot and bike  traffic and 
public transportation), and sales 
potential (population density, other 
competing and complementary 
businesses). The analysis also 
finds the East Washington location 
attractive because of its proximity 
to the downtown and the “great 
opportunity to create an appealing 
public space” being near the Yahara 
River Parkway. 

Next steps?
Summer 2014, Visioning Workshop  
– City and consultants will conduct 
a “Placemaking/Visioning Work-
shop,” a public, participatory 
workshop for input from the wider 
community, stakeholders, and 
potential partners.  The workshop 
will address the Placemaking 
potential of the new market as well 
as help refine the program, activities 
and uses of the public market and 
inform the design process. (No 
date has been announced for this 
workshop as of press time.)

Summer/Fall 2014, Building design 
and Business Plan – With a location 
selected and analyzed, the final step 
in the process will be finalizing the 
design of the building and creating 
the plan for the operations and 
financing of the Market.

The existing 
building at 2046 
E Johnson St 
requires major 
r e n o v a t i o n s 
including a new 
roof, insulation, 
drywall, toilet 
and bathing faci-
lities as well as 
the installation 
of gardens and 
fences and land-
scaping. 

After city approval of their plans 
last spring, Occupy Madison, Inc. 
moved their tools, materials and 
two Tiny Houses under construction 
(as part of OM Build) to their new 
site at the corner of E. Johnson and 
N. Third Streets in early August.  
OM Build volunteers are making 
major improvements to the existing 
building, landscaping and are taking 
care to improve run-off from the 
areas that will remain paved. It will 
be a while before OM Village has 
its first on-site resident. Neighbors 
interested in donating money, 
materials, or time should go to 
occupymadison.com website and the 
OM Build Facebook page for mores 
specific needs and information.

OM Build Makes Their Move

OM Build moved two houses under 
construction from their old workshop. 

HEALTH CHECKUPS
FOR WOMEN
LIMITED INSURANCE? NONE AT ALL?
Free mammograms and Pap tests
Call Today: (608) 242-6385

Check the Economic 
Development section 
of the City of 
Madison website to 
be added to an email 
list related to the 
Public Market.
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Jim Schuessler

Union Corners 
Update

Gorman  &  Co., 
the developer of 
the Union Corners 

project, reported that groundbreaking 
for the UW Health Clinic will 
now happen in the spring of 2015. 
Additionally, there are now plans 
for a co-housing component to the 
project. Currently, the co-housing 
project is envisioned to include 30-
40 one and two-bedroom units and 
there could be additional phases.

Madison is experiencing a shortage 
of housing. Our neighborhood will 
benefit from additional housing 
options. The co-housing project 
will be an exciting addition to the 
neighborhood.

Real Estate Update
Since I began writing this column 
in 2007, we have never as many 
neighborhood properties sold in a one 
year period than now. 41 properties 
have been sold the past 12 months. 
The typical annual volume of sales 
in our neighborhood is 23-30. Why 
the big jump? The primary reason 
is most likely increased property 
values and the overall improved 
economy. As the economy improves, 
people have more job opportunities 
that lead to relocating. But of course 
people have a host of reasons for 
changing their living situation. 

It’s is interesting to think that we 
have more new neighbors than ever 
before. Summer is a great time to 
know your neighbors. Get out and 
meet them before the snow flies!

When selling your home, it is 
important to study comparable 
properties; both those that have 
sold recently and those that are 
currently on the market. It is best to 
price your home competitively from 
the beginning and avoid having to 
reduce the asking price after you 
have been on the market for a time. 
New listings get the most attention. 

So if you are price correctly, you 
should get a quick offer and one that 
is probably higher than you would 
get if you had been on the market 
for a month or more. In other words: 
beware of overpricing your home.

Pricing is not the only factor to 
consider of course. Timing, the 
condition of your home, and staging 
are also important factors. 

Buyers as well will want to study 
the market to ensure that you are 
not overpaying for a property. 
Again, study comparable properties. 
Keep in mind the condition and 
improvements and/or defects of each 
property as well. One of the best 
ways to get up to speed is to simply 
get out and visit available properties 
in your target neighborhood. After 
touring a number of homes, you will 
gain an innate sense of value and 
also learn what appeals to you.

Buyers are also wise to meet with a 
lender early to get prequalified for a 
loan. The more prepared you are, the 
more you will be able to act quickly 
when the right property becomes 
available.

To the right is a spreadsheet of 
Active and Sold homes in the 
Emerson-East Neighborhood since 
August 29, 2013. The sold prices 
should give you a rough idea of 
the value of neighborhood homes. 
Other factors such as location, 
condition, motivation of the seller, 
lot size, etc. should also be taken 
into consideration. I’ve included 
multi-unit income properties as well, 
which are identified by italics. 

The Absorption Rate table for the 
third quarter of 2014 is not complete, 
since as of the deadline of this article, 
this quarter has not yet ended.

Active, Pending, and Sold property 
listings are based on information 
from the South Central Wisconsin 
MLS for the period August 29, 2013 
through August 29, 2014. Some sq 
ft data, number of bedrooms and 
bathrooms is also gathered from the 
Madison City Assessor’s webpage.

Active Homes for Sale    
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price 
2446 E Johnson St 2 3 1080 $105,500 
2045 E Johnson St 2 1.25 920 $149,900 
2417 E Dayton St 3 1.25 1,272 $165,400 
16 N 7th St 3 2 1394 $169,900 
209 N 1st St 4 1 1,248 $180,000 
110 N 5th St 3 1 1,202 $199,900 
6 N 4th St 6 2 2126 $239,900

Pending Sales  
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price
2525 E Mifflin St 3 1 1,134 $192,000 
2409 E Johnson St 3 1 1,045 $209,900 
1916 E Washington Ave 4 1.75 2,168 $234,900 
30 North St 3 1 1,046 $139,900 
2315 E Johnson St 3 1 1,248 $144,900 
2315 E Johnson St 2 2 1,248 $144,900

Homes Sold  
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price  Sale Price
2561 Hoard St 3 1.5 972 $104,900  $89,000 
510 N 6th St 2 1 615 $109,900  $105,000 
2141 E Johnson St 2 1 900 $124,000  $112,000 
2342 E Washington St 4 2 1433 $129,900  $115,000 
2530 E Mifflin St 1 1.25 929 $139,900  $125,000 
1902 E Dayton St 2 1 836 $128,500  $125,900 
1940 E Washington Ave 3 1 1,136 $134,868  $129,800 
208 N 4th St 2 1 994 $149,000  $140,000 
2305 Hoard St 3 1 884 $147,500  $142,500 
2117 E Johnson St 2 1 993 $150,000  $145,000 
2313 E Mifflin St 3 1 1,105 $140,000  $150,000 
2510 E Johnson St 3 1.5 972 $150,000  $150,000 
2518 Upham St 3 1 1,190 $149,900  $152,000 
2323 Hoard St 2 1 855 $154,900  $153,000 
2529 E Mifflin St 3 1 1,056 $159,900  $155,000 
217 N 6th St 3 2 1099 $179,900  $158,000 
2137 E Johnson St 2 1 1,052 $179,900  $172,500 
2538 Upham St 2 1.5 936 $169,900  $174,000 
2560 Upham St 2 2 1,080 $189,000  $190,000 
2541 E Johnson St 3 2 1732 $199,000  $191,870 
2514 E Johnson St 2 1.5 1,032 $190,000  $193,100 
2329 E Johnson St 4 1.25 1,333 $194,900  $195,000 
2513 E Dayton St 3 1 1,490 $205,000  $198,000 
2551 E Johnson St 4 2 2183 $199,900  $198,900 
2142 E Mifflin St 2 1 1,056 $209,900  $209,900 
2526 E Mifflin St 4 1 1,172 $214,900  $214,900 
2333 E Mifflin St 3 1.5 1,337 $224,897  $226,000 
2135 E Mifflin St 3 2 1,320 $229,000  $226,000 
2430 E Mifflin St 3 1.25 1,507 $239,900  $229,900 
2009 E Mifflin St 2 1.25 1,414 $224,900  $230,000 
25 N 6th St 3 2 1,374 $249,900  $230,000 
2321 E Mifflin St 3 1 1,362 $242,500  $248,000 
2557 E Johnson St 5 3 2788 $275,000  $263,000 
2335 E Johnson St 3 2 2,192 $265,000  $272,000 
2326 E Mifflin St 4 2.5 1,835 $289,900  $298,000

Absorption Rate
Yr-Quarter 2012-4 2013-1 2013-2 2013-3 2013-4 2014-1 2014-2 2014-3
On Market 24 25 38 41 26 25 29 0
Sales 16 21 32 29 21 13 32 27
Months of  
Inventory 4.5 3.6 4.2 4.2 3.7 5.8 2.7 0.0

Our Changing Neighborhood

 There is a Home Sella
in your neighborhood!

Adrienne Sella
608.886.7139

Adrienne@SellaRealty.com
www.SellaRealty.com

Adrienne Sella is an Emerson East resident and a real estate expert. 
These are just a few of the homes she has helped neighbors buy and sell.

  •   2142 E Mifflin St        •   2409 E Johnson St
  •   2430 E Mifflin St        •   2009 E Mifflin St
  •   2526 E Mifflin St        •   2017 E Mifflin St
  •   2514 E Johnson St    •   2510 E Johnson St 
  •   2117 E Johnson St    •   2246 E Johnson St
  •   2432 Hoard St           •   2542 Hoard St
  •   2421 Upham St         •   538 North St 
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Sept 13, Mayor’s Neighborhood 
Conference 2014: Strong Leaders, 
Healthy Places, 8am-4:30pm, Monona 
Terrace

Sept 13, Carey Court Mural Painting 
(rain date Sept 14), Carey Crt

Sept 26, OM Village Open House 
Fundraiser, 5-7pm, 2046 E Johnson St

Sept 26,  Sustainability Saturday,  
3:30pm Action Meeting and 6pm 
Potluck and programming, James Reeb, 
2146 E Johnson St 

Oct 1, Emerson East Neighborhood 

Association (EENA) meeting,  6:30-
8pm, Bashford Church, 329 North St

Oct 24, Sustainability Saturday

Nov  5, EENA meeting

Nov  28, Sustainability Saturday

Dec 3, EENA meeting

Jan  3, EENA meeting

Jan 30, Sustainability Saturday

Feb 7, EENA meeting

Feb 15, Deadline for Spring EENA 
newsletter

Event Calendar
For up-to-date information,  see the EENA and Emerson East 

Sustainability Task Force Facebook pages;  join the EENA email 
group at  groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena/. 

5˝ x 8˝

GS1645  11/21/2013

Want to save energy?

Make mge.com your first stop
  • Get easy, low-cost ways to save energy

  • Use calculators to estimate your savings

  • Download your past energy use

  • View energy-saving brochures

  •  Learn about Focus on Energy

Carey Court Pavement Art
Residents will Paint Street in 
September
Anne Gassere

Residents of Carey Court are 
taking advantage of the City of 
Madison Art Commission grant to 
bring “pavement art” to Emerson 
East.  They have partnered with 
local artist Kelty Carew to plan 
and design a mural that will be 
painted on September 13 (rain 
date September 14) where Carey 
Court meets North Third Street.

The Emerson East Neighborhood 
Association paid the $150 city 
application fee for the mural and 
will match other cash donations up 
to $300 to help with expenses for the 
mural (paint and artist’s time) not 
covered by the grant.  If you wish to 
contribute to the project, please stop 
by the block party on September 
14, include your donation with your 
2015 EENA membership renewal 
form (included in this issue of The 
Neighbor) or contact Jessi LeClair.

For more information about this 
project, please contact Jessi LeClair 
at jessileclair@gmail.com.

Learn more about the possibility of 
creating pavement art on the City 
of Madison website:
w w w . c i t y o f m a d i s o n .
c o m / t r a f f i c E n g i n e e r i n g /
DecorativePavementPainting.cfm

Proposed design for the Carey Court 
pavement mural from artist Kelty Carew.

































