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Neighborhood Plan  
Open House Sept 18th

Emerson East-Eken Park-Yahara (EEEPY) 
Neighborhood Plan Open House 

Wednesday, September 18th 6-8pm 
Bashford United Methodist Church, 329 North St.

Over the next year, with input from a steering committee made up of area 
residents, a new Emerson East-Eken Park-Yahara Neighborhood Plan 
with be developed. Neighborhood Plans are updated to recognize each 
neighborhood’s unique and changing goals for land use, parks and open 
spaces, transportation, economic development, community health and 
wellness, housing, and other needs.  For more information on the existing 
Neighborhood Plan for Emerson East-Eken Park, go to http://www.
cityofmadison.com/planning/ndp/index.html.

OPEN HOUSE AGENDA
6-6:30 pm—Register and peruse background information and “idea share 
stations”
6:30 pm—Welcome and Planning Process —Alders Larry Palm (District 
12) and Ledell Zellers (District 2), neighborhood leaders, and Linda Horvath 
of City Planning will welcome you and discuss the Neighborhood Plan 
process.  

7-8 pm—Review—Visit background info stations, ask questions of City 
staff, share issues and ideas, apply for the Steering Committee and sign up 
for focus group opportunities.

‘Little Galleries’  
Born on East Mifflin Steet

The Little Mifflin Gallery, 1921 E. Mifflin St., is open every day—rain or 
shine— through November and picks up again in May 2014.  Take a moment 
to enjoy a little art the next time you bike, hike or motor by.

Little Galleries Founder and 
neighbor Rachel Bruya, Coordinator 
and former Emerson-East resident 
Jeremy Wineberg, and Designer & 
Fabricator Dean Allen, welcomed 
The Little Mifflin Gallery with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony on June 1. 
The second site,  The Little Monroe 
Gallery, is located at 1901 Monroe 
Street and opened July 12. 

From www.littlegalleries.org:“The 
Little Galleries started as a grass-
roots effort to build community and 
highlight contemporary artwork 
by bringing it to passers-by on the 
sidewalk.  We are currently securing 
permission for our third gallery, 

which we will be announcing soon.  
Support has come from a variety of 
sources: the Art Department at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Monroe Street Framing, Madison 
Arts Commission, and Dane County 
Cultural Affairs Commission. 

After countless hours of planning 
and preparation, we have two 
galleries up and running and we’re 
working on the third.  We hope you 
love them.” 

For more information, go to www.
littlegalleries.org or follow their 
progress on Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest and Instagram. 

This limited edition 
print (cut & paste 
#29 (little mifflin)) 
by local artist and 
neighbor, Jason Ruhl, 
is on display through 
September. Museum 
visitors have the 
opportunity to take 
a free print (one 
available per day).

Grab a Slice of Pizza,  
Cast Your Vote at the  
Oct 2nd EENA Meeting!
Meredith Lowe  
EENA Co-Chair

The Emerson East Neighborhood Association holds its elections 
annually at the October meeting, and we encourage all neighborhood 
residents to attend.  We will provide pizza, and elect this year’s council.  
There’s also a chance to win great door prizes from local businesses! 
The meeting will be from 6:30 – 8:00 pm on Wednesday, October 2nd, 
at Bashford United Methodist Church (329 North Street).  Please use 
the rear entrance.  

Note that only EENA members who are current with their dues at the 
beginning of the meeting may vote.  To be eligible for membership, 
you must be at least 18 years old and a homeowner, property owner, 
renter, or representative of a business within the boundaries of EENA.  
Membership forms will be available at the meeting.

Attending one (or all!) monthly meetings or volunteering for your 
neighborhood association is a great way to “act local” and keep up to 
date on all sorts of interesting things and opportunities that affect you 
and your family.  There are several openings on our council, most of 
which require minimal time commitment beyond regular attendance 
at the monthly meeting.  Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of 
each month 6:30-8pm at Bashford Church, 329 North Street.  

Current members may nominate or self-nominate for any position up 
for election.

The following council positions are available for election:
  Co-chair (two-year term)
  Secretary   
  Treasurer
  EINPC Representative
  Area Representatives for Areas 1, 2, and 3 (two each)

In addition to elected positions on the council, there are always 
opportunities for neighbors to join or lead efforts to address specific 
interests such as communications, public art, sustainability, safety and 
parks and gardens. 
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Co-chair Meredith Lowe eenachairs@yahoo.com. 
Co-chair  OPEN  
Secretary John Koch jnkoch@gmail.com 
Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck    duesterbeck@gmail.com   
Area 1/Newsletter Anne Gassere avgassere@yahoo.com 
Area 1 Representative Amanda Duesterbeck duesterbeck@gmail.com
Area 2 Representative Julie Garrett juliehgarrett@gmail.com
Area 2 Representative Adrienne Sella adriennesella@gmail.com 
Area 3 Representative Tim Cordon cordon4peace@gmail.com	
Area 3 Representative OPEN 
Dog Parks Paddy Rourke                 paddyrourke@gmail.com        
Parks & Gardens Anita Temple   anitatemple@hotmail.com
Public Art  Diane Farsetta farsettad@gmail.com
Sustainability  Tim  Cordon cordon4peace@gmail.com

Share and read information important to our neighborhood at  
groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena/ — find us on FaceBook 

go to emersoneast.wordpress.com

Jim Schuessler
Realtor®, Chairman’s Circle, President’s Club 

608-445-0766 
JSchuessler@StarkHomes.com

Advertising and submissions for the  
SPRING 2014 issue of ‘The Neighbor’  

due FEB 15, 2014 
Send ads, articles, announcements, and images to Anne Gassere 
(avgassere@yahoo.com). 

Contact Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck (duesterbeck@gmail.com)  
for billing.
  Ad Pricing: all dimensions W x H

  Full page: $200 (10.25”x 16”)
  Half page: $100 (10.25” x 8” h or 5” x 16”)
  Quarter page: $50 (5”x 8”)
  Eighth page: $35 (5”x 4”)
  Biz Card: $25 (4”x 2.25”)

 Discounts available for purchase of advertising in multiple issues.  

 Simple ad design provided for free with advanced notice 
 (you provide copy and images).

A Partnership to Strengthen  
Your Dane County Parks
Dane County Executive 
Joe Parisi

Imagine walking the trail at one of your 
favorite Dane County parks on a Fall day–
golden leaves blazing against a clear blue 
sky, tall grass or trees on either side of you, 
a crispness in the air. 

Now imagine that same walk with a county 
parks naturalist by your side, pointing 
out decades of history from the area, or 
plants and animals the untrained eye might 
otherwise miss.

A new public/private partnership between 
the Madison Community Foundation and 
Dane County Parks can make it happen. 

Together we’ve created a private endowment 
that will enable anyone with a passion for 
the parks to make a tax deductible donation 
of any asset, including cash, stocks, and real 
estate. 
“The Friends of Dane County Parks 
Endowment” will be used to create even 
more opportunities for families to enjoy our 
natural resources.
Our county parks and most of their amenities 
– from trails to green gathering space – are 

absolutely free.  This endowment will help us 
do even more – campfire talks;  educational 
displays at park historical sites; day camps 
and other programming to connect school 
groups or under-served populations with the 
parks, and much more.

The Madison Community Foundation is 
offering a 2 to 1 matching grant of $50,000 
through December of 2014, and the Phil and 
Elizabeth “Libby” Lewis family, longtime 
conservation leaders and supporters of 
our county parks, are giving a generous 
donation of $10,000 to ensure a strong start 
for our new fund.

At more than two million visitors annually, 
our county parks are an important part of 
what makes Dane County a great place to 
live, work, and raise a family.  This exciting 
new partnership ensures our parks remain 
that way forever.

Individuals interested in making a gift 
to The Friends of Dane County Parks 
Endowment are encouraged to contact 
Darren Marsh, Dane County Parks Director, 
at 608.224.3766, or Harmony Kronick, 
Operations Director at the Madison 
Community Foundation, at 608.232.1763.

Alder Report:  2014 City Budget Priorities
Larry Palm 
District 12 Alder 
608-692-8416 
district12@cityofmadison.com

Over the next few months the city of Madison will 
be looking at its 2014 budget. During this time 
please provide me with suggestions, comments or 
ideas. A lot of work has already occurred with the 
recent budget discussions and Idea Scale website.  
Hopefully Mayor Paul Soglin will be able to use 
much of this discussion to craft his executive 
budgets.

I’m a member of the city’s  Board of Estimates, 
giving me the opportunity to review the mayor’s 
proposed budgets and offer amendments. As a 
new alder to District 12, I am still getting to know 
the needs of the various neighborhoods and areas. 
Keep in mind many programs are already in the 
city budget and it’s too early to know what the 
mayor is proposing to move.

Recently I met with Mayor Soglin to discuss 
the 2014 budget and priorities. Here are some 
priorities I submitted to him:
• Establish a summer work partnership with 

Madison Mallards for area youth.
• Expand Out of School Time in the Brentwood 

neighborhood.
• After the Neighborhood Planning Process , 

I would like to see a site-specific plan for 
the city fleet services building at First and 
East Johnson Streets, including cost of 
environmental remediation.

• Continue to support Northside economic 
development.

• I expect a Northside Fourth of July event will 
be introduced as a budget amendment to the 
2014 operating budget. Alder Anita Weier and 
I are engaing residents and area businesses 
about what type of event we are pursuing 
before determining a budget amount.
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Jim Schuessler

j s c h u e s s l e r @
starkhomes.com

Jim blogs at www.
caschu.com

Union Corners
Union Corners developer Gorman & 
Co. held an informational meeting 
at Basford United Methodist Church 
this past August. Isthmus covered 
the meeting in an 8/23/13 article 
that stated “Gorman is proposing to 
create a mixed-use development that 
would be constructed in four phases. 
The first phase includes construction 
of the UW Health clinic. Residential 
units would follow. Other 
possibilities include a public library, 
grocery store, restaurant, and office 
space.” Much of the project is still in 
the conceptualizing phase.  

The article reported that residents 
at the meeting were “particularly 
adamant” that the clinic structure be 
a three-story rather than two-story 
structure. There was also concern 
that there might not be adequate 
public parking for the 11.4 acre 
redevelopment project.

Gorman & Co. still needs to sign a 
purchase agreement with the City 
of Madison which currently owns 
the site. Once that is competed 
and Gorman & Co. receives a tax 
incremental financing loan, more 
detailed proposals will be presented 
for public input.

This project will bring new amenities 
to the area which will be a benefit to 
the neighborhood. 

Real Estate Update
2013 has been another strong year for 
home sales. We are seeing sale prices 
increase and homes selling more 
quickly. As you can see from the 
months of inventory data provided in 
this column, the number of months 
required to sell the existing inventory 
has gone down compared to a year 
ago. It was not unusual for homes in 
our neighborhood to receive offers 
the same day they went on the market.

Some buyers were certainly motivated 
by the low interest rates we enjoyed. 
Rates are still historically very low, but 
they are creeping up and are predicted 
to continue to do so. This will have a 
moderating effect on resurgence in our 
real estate market, which is probably 
healthy in the long run. 

If you are thinking of selling, you 
should make an effort to put your 
homes in good condition, stage it 
for showings, and price it as wisely 
as possible the day you go on the 
market. If you find yourself sitting 
on the market with no showings, it 
may be time for a price adjustment. 
Professional photographs of your 

home make a big difference as well. 
Today’s home buyers start shopping 
on the internet. Quality images make 
a big impact. 

Beware of over-improving your 
home. Most often, the simplest 
improvements, such as cleaning, 
painting and de-cluttering, have the 
best return on investment. Sellers 
should consider meeting with a real 
estate professional if they are unsure 
of the wisdom of making major 
renovations. 

If you are a potential buyer, now 
is still a good time to find a home. 
Interest rates are only going up it 
seems, so locking on a rate sooner 
will pay off in the long run. Be 
prepared to make an offer quickly, 
because the best properties will go 
fast. 

The best preparation you can make 
as a buyer is to meet with a lender 
before beginning the home search 
process and to work with a real 
estate agent who knows the market 
in which you are shopping. It would 
not be unwise to meet with a lender 
even a year in advance as they can 
run your credit report and advise you 
on how to improve your credit score 
if necessary. Working with a real 
estate professional will help buyers 
to act quickly and with confidence 
when they find the right property.

Madison remains a great place to 
own real estate. Unemployment is 
relatively low and our population is 
growing, so we can expect continued 
demand for housing over the long 
term.

To the right is a spreadsheet of 
Active and Sold homes in the 
Emerson-East Neighborhood since 
September 1, 2012. The sold prices 
should give you a rough idea of 
the value of neighborhood homes. 
Other factors such as location, 
condition, motivation of the seller, 
lot size, etc. should also be taken 
into consideration. I’ve included 
multi-unit income properties as 
well, which are identified by italics. 
This is the first time I’ve shown 
properties that have offers pending. 
In the past, I simply included them 
among Active listing. We cannot 
report the offer price however until 
the property is actually sold.

The Absorption Rate table shows up 
to the second quarter of 2013 since, 
as of the deadline of this article, the 
third quarter of 2013 quarter has not 
ended. 

Active and Sold property listings are 
based on information from the South 
Central Wisconsin MLS for the 
period September 1, 2012 through 
September 7, 2013. Some sq ft data, 
number of bedrooms and bathrooms 
was also gathered from the Madison 
City Assessor’s webpage.

Absorption Rate
Yr-Quarter	 2011-3	 2011-4	 2012-1	 2012-2	 2012-3	 1012-4	 2013-1	 2013-2
On	Market	 37	 33	 37	 36	 31	 22	 23	 37	
Sales	 27	 11	 19	 28	 33	 15	 20	 31	
Months	of		
Inventory	 4.1	 9.0	 5.8	 3.9	 2.8	 4.4	 3.5	 3.6	

Active Homes for Sale    
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price 
2561 Hoard St 3 1.5 815 $119,900
2141 E Johnson St 2 1 900 $129,000
2105 E Johnson St 2 2 816 $130,000
2513 E Johnson St 2 1 972 $139,900
2315 E Johnson St 2 2 1,248 $144,900
2117 E Johnson St 2 1 993 $150,000
2510 E Johnson St 3 1.5 972 $150,000
2566 Hoard St 3 2 1301 $164,900
2342 E Washington  3 2 1363 $165,000
16 N 7th St 3 2 1394 $169,900
2541 E Johnson St 3 2 1732 $199,000
2551 E Johnson St 4 2 2183 $209,900
25 N 6th St 3 2 1,374 $249,900 

Pending Sales  
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price
208 N 4th St 2 1 994 $149,000
2137 E Johnson St 2 1 1,052 $179,900
2526 E Mifflin St 4 1 1,172 $214,900
2557 E Johnson St 5 5 2788 $275,000

Homes Sold  
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price  Sale Price
2218 E Johnson St 3 2 942 $90,000 $90,000
1916 E Washington  5 1.5 1,696 $114,500 $105,000
2562 UPHAM St 2 1 685 $119,900 $117,000
2137 E Dayton St 3 1 1,144 $115,000 $125,000
2307 E Dayton St 3 1.5 1,240 $159,900 $134,000
1906 E Washington  7 3 2970 $155,000 $137,500
226 N 5th St 4 1.5 1,568 $172,000 $150,000
108 N 4th St 5 2 2235 $159,900 $152,000
2306 E Johnson St 2 1 1,377 $151,000 $153,625
17 N 6th St 4 2 1581 $164,900 $153,700
2558 Hoard St 3 1.5 1,466 $160,000 $160,000
2542 Hoard St 3 1.25 1,147 $161,000 $161,000
1913 E Dayton St 4 1 1,542 $159,900 $162,000
2010 E Washington  3 1.25 1,190 $176,900 $163,900
1926 E Mifflin St 3 1 1,385 $179,000 $170,000
2030 E Washington  3 1 1,453 $177,500 $175,000
2246 E Johnson St 2 1.25 934 $185,000 $178,000
1946 E Mifflin St 3 1 952 $185,000 $183,000
2317 Hoard St 3 1 1,092 $185,000 $185,000
2502 E Mifflin St 3 1 1,336 $189,900 $189,500
2549 Hoard St 4 2 2111 $200,000 $195,500
2426 E Johnson St 3 1 1,103 $199,900 $196,000
2014 E Dayton St 3 1 1,160 $194,900 $197,000
121 N 6th St 3 2 934 $199,900 $198,000
2509 E Dayton St 2 1 1,184 $199,900 $200,000
2525 Upham St 4 2 1,476 $204,900 $200,000
1933 E Mifflin St 4 2 1,947 $209,500 $202,000
2017 E Mifflin St 2 1 1,192 $215,000 $210,000
2029 E Mifflin St 3 1.5 1,272 $224,900 $217,000
1914 E Mifflin St 3 2 1,385 $225,000 $220,000
24 N 4th St 5 5 2862 $292,000 $280,000
 Italics denotes multi-unit income properties.

Our Changing Neighborhood

‘Like’ EENA on Facebook
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September 18, 6:30-8pm, EEEPY 
Neighborhood Plan Open House,   
Bashford Church, 329 North Street

October 2, 6:30-8pm, EENA meeting,   
Bashford Church, 329 North Street

October 5, 11am-2pm, Goodman 
Community Center Birthday Bash Open 
House, 149 Waubesa Street

November 6, 6:30-8pm, EENA meeting,   
Bashford Church, 329 North Street

December 4, 6:30-8pm, EENA meeting,   
Bashford Church, 329 North Street

January 8, 6:30-8pm, EENA meeting,   
Bashford Church, 329 North Street

Event Calendar
For up-to-date information,  see the EENA and Emerson East 
Sustainability Task Force Facebook pages;  join EENA e-mail group 
at  groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena/. 

‘Like’ EENA on Facebook
































Neighborhood Gem

GS1729  08/23/2013

Chances are the older refrigerator or 
freezer in your basement or garage is 
running up your utility bill by an average 
of $150 a year. Recycle it, reduce your 
energy use and keep harmful materials out of landfills. We’ll 
pick it up for free, and you’ll pick up a $50 reward.

For a FREE pickup, call 1.855.398.5226 or visit  
focusonenergy.com/appliance.

5˝x 8˝

Recycle your old refrigerator 
or freezer

GET
$50

FOR YOUR OLD
FRIDGE OR FREEZER

This lively Little Free Library appeared on the 1900 Block of E Mifflin Street  
over the summer and features images of neighborhood children and pets. 
“Librarians” Marilou Ward and David Taylor also provided a matching step 
stool to help littler people check out the book selections inside.

If you see something that makes you smile and proud to live in our great  
neighborhood, take a photo and send it to avgassere@yahoo.com.  

Like to write, edit, or do layout? 
Contribute to ‘The Neighbor’
Come to an EENA meeting (see Events Calendar) or contact Anne 
Gassere at avgassere@yahoo.com or 608-242-1327.   

Robert Schubert
Emerson East Neighbor

There is an Emerson East Neighborhood Flower Garden in the triangular 
boulevard at corner of East Dayton and North Streets that various 
neighbors used to tend in the past.  I, Robert Schubert, seem to be the 
only one who still does so, and I don’t know anything about flowers!  

Neighborhood volunteers 
are welcome to use my water 
(2558 East Dayton Street) 
to water this boulevard.  
Weeding and trimming 
flowers that have already 
bloomed is always valued.  
Mowing and raking the grass 
by neighbors is preferable to 
having the city do so. The 
city let’s the grass grow 
too long then cuts it with 
heavy equipment that leaves 
muddy ruts if cut after a rain.

Feel free to tend this little 
garden or contact me if you 
have questions at (608) 241-
5769. Thank you!

Can you help these flowers?


