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Alder’s Report: Winter No Time to Rest

Co-Chair Report: It’s Membership 
Renewal Time
John Koch
EENA Co-Chair

Midway through the December EENA 
meeting, I noticed how much we were 
laughing. Maybe the excellent slide 
show by Norm Stockwell on creating 
the Mifflin Street Coop mural and other 
public art projects set the tone. But even 
discussions of newsletter advertising 
sales, brownfields assessment grants, 
Graaskamp Park improvements, dog 
waste at Demetral Park, airport noise, 
candidate forums, and goals for 2012 
didn’t put a damper on things.

We usually have fun at our meetings, 
even when we discuss the wonky 
things. That may be one test of a 
healthy neighborhood organization.

2011 was a busy year, and 2012 should 
be even busier, with continued work 
on Demetral and Graaskamp Parks, a 
controlled burn at the Demetral berm, a 
plan to bring more “outside” speakers 
to our meetings (like the Green 
Madison representative scheduled 
for February), plans to develop better 
connections with East High, a County 
Board candidates’ forum, a spring 
potluck, Yard Sale day, etc.

EENA memberships run on a calendar 
year, and 2012 membership forms are 
included with this newsletter. You can 
also find one at www.emersoneast.org/
resources/membershipform2012.pdf. 
Better yet, come to our next meeting, 
fill out a form, and join in the fun!

Satya Rhodes-Conway
Alder, District 12
242-4426

It’s winter! Leaf and brush 
collection is over for the 
season, but remember that 

Streets will make a special Christmas 
Tree collection run in January – and this 
year, you can recycle your old Christmas 
lights as well! Take them to one of the 
drop off sites (http://www.cityofmadison.
com/streets/refuse/dropoffSites/large.
cfm or 246-4532) before January 13th. 
They also accept extension cords. 

As I write, there’s no snow on the ground, 
but I’m sure it’s just a matter of time. 
Please remember alternate side parking 
– if you need help figuring that out, call 
the Winter Parking Hotline at (608) 261-
9111 or visit http://www.cityofmadison.
com/residents/winter/. You can sign up to 
get information about snow plowing and 
snow emergencies there as well. 

Please be kind to your neighbors (and 
avoid a ticket) by clearing your walks. 

As usual, there will be sand available at 
Demetral Park for residents to pick up. If 
you live near a fire hydrant, a storm sewer 
or a bus stop, please help keep them clear 
of snow as well. Your neighborhood, and 
your City, will thank you for it! 

Winter’s fun too, right? Madison’s parks 
offer lots of opportunities for sledding, 
skiing, snowshoeing and skating. You 
can keep updated on the outdoor ice 
skating conditions by subscribing to 
the Parks email updates at http://www.
cityofmadison.com/parks/facilities/
iceRinks.cfm. This year the City of 
Madison Parks and Madison Ice Inc. are 
offering group ice skating lessons for 
beginners of all ages at Elver and Tenney 
parks. If you live near a rink, please 
consider getting involved in the Adopt Ice 
Partnership initiative. See http://www.
cityofmadison.com/parks/seasonal/
winter/ or call 266-4711 for updates on 
trail and sledding hill conditions. 

Think Snow! And happy ho l idays 
to all. 

Diane Farsetta
Public Art Task Force

What builds relationships, beautifies 
landscapes and strengthens the sense 
of place? Why, community-led 
public art projects, of course!

The Emerson East Neighborhood 
Association recently formed a public 
art task force, to explore possibilities 
for temporary and permanent displays 
in our area.  Building community is as 
important to us as whatever physical 
works result from our efforts.  So in 
addition to more traditional forms of 
public art -- like murals, sculptures 
and mosaics -- we’d like to organize 
art “happenings” in such family-
friendly mediums as snow sculptures 
or chalk drawings.

To learn from the rich history of 
community-led art projects in 
Madison, we invited Norm Stockwell 
to speak at EENA’s December 
meeting.  In addition to being a long-
time staffer at WORT community 
radio, Norm has been part of several 
public art projects, including the 
mural on the side of the former 
Mifflin Street Co-op building (now 
the ABC for Health office), at the 
corner of Mifflin and Bassett Streets.

In his overview of community murals, 
Norm noted that they often tell the 
story of a place and/or time, make 
creative use of the physical space (such 
as corners, windows or other building 
features), and -- at their best -- offer 
a range of opportunities for public 
involvement, so people can participate 
in the way that best suits them.

For the Mifflin mural, public input 
was sought from the very beginning.  
Visitors to the co-op wrote what 
they wanted to see in the mural on 
large pieces of paper hung in the 
store.  Nearly all of those ideas were 
incorporated into the mural.

Next came a few workshops 
(followed by parties) to develop 
mural ideas and design.  Eventually, 
a core group drafted a scale drawing 
of the mural.  That was projected 
onto the co-op building in the middle 
of the night, and traced onto the 
prepared wall surface.  Painting 
began the next day -- and, true to the 
spirit of the project -- those painting 
were free to add to the sketched plan, 
if they were so inspired.

Norm estimated that more than 60 
people helped bring the Mifflin 
mural to life.  Such a participatory 
process not only built community, 
it created a sense of ownership in 
the art and the space.  This was 
dramatically illustrated when the 
Haas mural (painted by professional 
artists around the same time as the 
Mifflin mural, but now obscured 
by Monona Terrace) was quickly 
tagged with graffiti, while the 
Mifflin mural stayed graffiti-free.

Interested in bringing creative 
energy and public art to our 
neighborhood?  Come to the next 
meeting of the EENA public art 
task force, at 4 pm on Sunday 
January 8, at Jade Mountain Cafe 
(near the corner of Johnson and 
North), or contact me at farsettad@
gmail.com or 241-2473.

EENA Public Art Task Force is 
born: Your Ideas Welcomed!

In November, the Madison Development 
Corporation installed the platform 
that will support an accessible picnic 
table and an accessible sand toy at 
Graaskamp Park in the 1900 block of 
East Mifflin Street. The new equipment 
will be funded by a City of Madison 
Neighborhood Grant which EENA 
applied for in order to help Graaskamp 
Park build on its tradition of being a 

park and playground that is designed 
to be used by people with and without 
disabilities.

In order to comply fully with the terms 
of the grant, some landscape work and 
new plantings will be done in spring. We 
will try to work with MDC to provide 
plant material that will make the park 
even better. Stay tuned.

Adrienne Sella
Area 2 Representative

Drafty rooms? Ice Dams? 
High energy bills? 

Join your neighbors at Green Madison’s 
FREE Home Energy Efficiency 
Education Workshop. 6:30 pm, 
Wednesday, February 1, at Bashford 
Church, 329 North St. 

Now is the time to invest in your home 
and invest in energy efficiency. Discover 
how Green Madison can help you reduce 
your home energy bills by investing in 
energy saving home improvements like 
new insulation and heating and cooling 
equipment! These improvements can not 
only save you money on your energy 
bills, but can make your home less drafty 
and more comfortable and durable.  

Green Madison Energy Advocate 
Leith Nye and Building Performance 
Consultant Mark Furst, Grading Spaces 
LLC., will help develop customized 
solutions for your home to save you 
energy and money.  In addition, some 
participating homeowners in the 
Emerson East neighborhood will join us 
share their experiences learning about 
their homes and making efficiency 
improvements with Green Madison. 
Participants are encouraged to bring a 
copy of their most recent energy bill and 
their questions and concerns about their 
homes. 

Not available to attend this workshop? 
Call 877-399-1204 or visit the website 
to learn more, www.cityofmadison.com/
greenmadison to schedule your personal 
appointment with an energy advocate. 

Home Energy Efficiency 
Workshop Feb. 1st

Graaskamp Park 
Improvements Continue

One of Madison’s most famous public art landmarks is found on the former Mifflin 
St. Co-op building. What do you think should represent our neighborhood?
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Co-chair John Koch eenapres@yahoo.com  249-0031
Co-chair  Meredith Lowe lowemc@gmail.com  
Secretary Tripp Stroud tripp.stroud@gmail.com 
Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck    Duesterbeck@gmail.com   
Area 1/Newsletter Anne Gassere avgassere@yahoo.com 242-1327
Area 1 Representative Heidi Wegleitner  heidimayree@gmail.com
Area 2 Representative Barb Jenkin eena_area2@yahoo.com 242-9622
Area 2 Representative Adrienne Sella adriennesella@gmail.com 886-7139
Area 3 Rep/Dog Parks Paddy Rourke paddyrourke@gmail.com 246-8084 
Area 3 Representative Open
Parks & Gardens Anita Temple   anitatemple@hotmail.com 

Share and read information important to our neighborhood at  
groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena/  or find us on FaceBook

Pam Castleberg, Realtor®

608-576-3377
pcastleberg@starkhomes.com

Jim Schuessler, Realtor®

608-445-0766
jschuessler@starkhomes.com

Advertising and submissions for the Spring issue 
of ‘The Neighbor’ are due March 9, 2012. 
(Distribution planned for late March. Send ads, articles, 
announcements, and images to Anne Gassere (avgassere@yahoo.com). 

 2012 Advertising Rates
 Ad Pricing: all dimensions W x H

Full page: $200 (10.25”x 16”)
Half page: $100 (10.25” x 8” h or 5” x 16”)
Quarter page: $50 (5”x 8”)
Eighth page: $35 (5”x 4”)
Biz Card: $25 (4”x 2.25”)

Discounts available for purchase of advertising in multiple issues.  
Contact Tresurer Amanda Duesterbeck (duesterbeck@gmail.
com).




  
  
  




Mary Anglim
EINPC Representative

It was a dry summer for gardeners and 
it would be understandable that many 
residents are concerned about the size 
of their most recent water and sewer bill 
or “Municipal Services Bill.” The City 
levies bills twice per year.

How much water do we use? City wide, 
the current average for water used is 
73 gallons per person per day (5-year 
average, 2002-2006).  What is the goal 
for residential water use? On October 7, 
2008, the Common Council approved 
the Water Utility’s Water Conservation 
and Sustainability Plan, which proposes 
to reduce residential usage 20% by 
2020, or to 58 gallons per person per 
day.

How do I calculate my family’s usage? 
Each home has a water meter which 
measures water use (and sewer use) 
in “CCF” or hundreds of cubic feet. A 

CCF equals 748 gallons. That’s a little 
complicated but the Water Utility has 
made calculations easier by including 
the number of gallons on the bill and the 
number of days in the billing period. So, 
divide the gallons by the days and by the 
number of residents in your family.

If you are concerned about water use, 
consider installing new toilet fixtures, 
which earn a $100 rebate.  Gardeners 
who have not done so may wish to 
consider the installation of rain barrels 
to reuse water from their home’s roofs.  .

What’s new in water use? 
Water and sewer rates are increasing, 
in part due to cost of energy but largely 
because water use is going down. 
In other words, the Water Utility 
must provide the same services (plus 
infrastructure upkeep and expansion) 
while the number of gallons sold per 
user is declining.  Per-person indoor 
water use in highest-efficiency new 
WaterSense homes is down to 44-36 

gallons per person per day--a number 
thought pretty much impossible just 
a few years ago.  The continuing drop 
in water use is not because of the down 
economy; it started before the most 
recent economic collapse. It’s also 
not because individual customers are 
more ‘enlightened’, more ‘educated’ 
in their behaviors. It’s simply because 
they replaced their old toilet or clothes 
washer. It doesn’t matter if customers 
are wasteful or thoughtful in their 
behavior, their toilet and clothes washer 
are using dramatically less water..

700 homes on the Northeast Side may 
start to see monthly (rather than current 
twice-a-year) water-sewer bills by May 
2012.  All Madison will be getting once-
a-month bills by early 2013.  The Water 
Utility will install new meters with Wi-
Fi, to enable reading meters remotely, 
similar to the way MGE reads gas and 
electric meters now.  A monthly bill will 
make it easier for you to track your water 
use and will ease the “sticker shock” of 

the current six-month bill.

Currently, single family and duplex 
owners pay 25% more for their water 
than other users, something that needs 
to be addressed in the next rate structure 
review by the Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission.

A few members of the Madison Water 
Utility East Side Citizen Advisory Panel 
(CAP) with city assistance are planning 
a meeting on uses of “grey water” to 
be held sometime in early spring.  For 
more information contact Mary at 
mtanglim@gmail.com.

For more news on water issues local 
and nation-wide, sign up for the East 
Isthmus Neighborhood Planning 
Council’s list serve, einpc-drinking_
water@yahoogroups.com

Thanks to Larry Nelson and Dan Melton 
for articles on which this summary is 
based.  

Water News: Usage, New Blling Schedule, New Meters 

Information provided by Madison 
City Clerk’s Office. For any questions 
related to voting, call (608) 266-4601.

Acceptable forms of photo identification 
if the expiration date is after Nov. 2, 
2010:

• Driver license issued by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation, even 
if driving privileges are revoked or 
suspended

• Identification card issued by the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
(may be issued for free, see below.)

• Military identification card issued by 
a United States uniformed service

• United States passport

Additional acceptable forms of photo 
identification:

• A certificate of naturalization that was 
issued within two years of the election 
for which it is used as ID

• Unexpired driving receipt issued 
by the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation

• Unexpired identification card receipt 
issued by the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation

• Identification card issued by a 
federally recognized Indian tribe in 
Wisconsin

• Unexpired identification card issued 
by a Wisconsin-accredited university or 

college that contains a date of issuance, 
signature of the student, and expiration 
date no later than two years after the date 
of issuance (must also prove current 
enrollment).

How to Obtain an 
Identification Card to Vote
If you are eligible to vote in Wisconsin 
and do not currently hold a Wisconsin 
driver’s license or Wisconsin 
identification card, you may obtain a free 
identification card from the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation Division 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV).  You will 
need to check a box on the application 
form indicating that the identification 
card is needed for voting.  http://www.
dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/drivers/

apply/idcard.htm

The DMV will require you to present 
the following documents in order to 
obtain the Wisconsin identification card 
required for voting:

• Proof of name and date of birth (a 
certified United States birth certificate, 
valid passport, or certificate of 
naturalization)

• Proof of identity (Social Security 
card, military papers, marriage papers)

• Proof of Wisconsin residency (utility 
bill, paystub, mortgage)

• Proof of United States citizenship

• Social Security number

Voter ID Law: You Need an Approved Photo ID to Vote!

Join the EENA email 
distribution list by send-
ing a blank email to: 
Madison_eena-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com  
 
or visit:  
www.EmersonEast.org

Like us on FaceBook:
Search “EENA” 
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Jim Schuessler
jschuessler@
starkhomes.com
Jim blogs at www.
caschu.com

Real Estate Update
Welcome to 2012! Spring is just around 
the corner and the peak season for home 
sales will soon be upon us. 

Expectations among economists are that 
real estate sales in 2012 will be consistent 
with the recent past two years. Home 
sales in the Emerson-East neighborhood 
have been fairly consistent over the past 
two years, though we have seen some 
moderate depreciation over that time. I 
expect values to remain consistent with 
this past year. 

Interest rates are expected to remain low 
and buyers will be motivated to lock into 
low rates now. Still buyers are feeling 
like they have the upper hand in today’s 
market and are  looking for good buys. 

Sellers should make an effort to put their 
homes in good condition, stage them 
for showings, and price them correctly 
THE DAY they go on the market. 
Correct pricing is key to getting your 
home sold quickly and potentially for 
the most money. Interest in your home 
will be at its highest when it first goes 
on the market. Therefore, if you can  
mesh correct pricing with timing, you 
will likely have your best opportunity to 
getting the most for your home. 

Also, beware of over-improving 
your home. Most often, the simplest 
improvements, such as cleaning, 
painting and de-cluttering, have the best 
return on investment. Sellers should 
consider meeting with a real estate 

professional if they are unsure of the 
wisdom of making a major renovation. 

Take a look at the table which shows 
quarterly data for the MLS territory 
E05 which includes the Emerson-East 
neighborhood. When comparing the 
same quarter from year to year, you can 
see that the number of homes on the 
market has decreased dramatically as 
has the number of sales.

Buyers are advised to meet with a lender 
before beginning the home search 
process and to work with a real estate 
professional who knows the market in 
which they are shopping. It would not 
be unwise to meet with a lender even 
a year in advance as they can run your 
credit report and advise you on how to 
improve your credit score if necessary. 
Working with a real estate professional 
will help buyers to act quickly when 
they find the right property.

To the right is a spreadsheet of Active 
and Sold homes in the Emerson-East 
Neighborhood since January 1, 2011. 
The sold prices should give you a rough 
idea of the value of neighborhood 
homes. Other factors such as location, 
condition, motivation of the seller, 
lot size, etc. should also be taken into 
consideration. 

The Absorption Rate table (below) does 
not show the status of the fourth quarter 
of 2011 since, as of the deadline of this 
article, the quarter has not ended. 

Active and Sold property listings are 
based on information from the South 
Central Wisconsin MLS for the period 
January 1, 2011 through December 
30, 2011. Some sq ft data, number 
of bedrooms and bathrooms was 
also gathered from the Madison City 
Assessor’s webpage.

Absorption Rate
Yr-Quarter	 2009-4	 2010-1	 2010-2	 2010-3	 2010-4	 2011-1	 2011-2	 2011-3

On	Market	 44	 67	 51	 44	 31	 42	 41	 35

Sales	 20	 9								 46		 18	 9	 8	 23			 27

Months	of		
Inventory	 6.6	 22.3	 3.3	 7.3	 10.3	 15.7	 5.3	 3.8

Active Homes for Sale    
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price 
21 N 1st St 3 1 1500 $113,000 
16  N 7th St 3 2 1394 $179,900 
2538 E Dayton St 4 2 1657 $184,900 
2550 Hoard St 3 1 1155 $132,000 
2105 E Johnson St 2 1 816 $138,900 
2226 E Johnson St 4 2 1446 $234,900 
2242 E Johnson St 2 1 850 $129,900 
2517 E Johnson St 3 1 1331 $135,000 
1906 E Washington  7 3 2970 $140,000 
112 North St 1 1 980 $93,000 
2454 Hoard St 4 1 956 $40,000  

Homes Sold     
Address Beds Bath Sq. Ft. List Price  Sold Price
1905  E Dayton St 2    672 $105,300  $56,500
538 North St 4 1  1174 $79,900  $77,500
218  N 6th St 3 1  972 $100,000  $97,311
2039  E Johnson St 3 2  1555 $119,900  $117,500
2337 E Dayton St 3 1  1304 $150,000  $130,000
2305 Hoard St 3 1  884 $142,500  $137,500
2437 Upham St 3 1  1024 $152,500  $150,000
2421 Upham St 3 2  1396 $155,900  $152,000
1933 E Mifflin St 4 2  1947 $158,000  $152,500
209  N 2nd St 3 1.5  1366 $164,900  $158,500
221  N 6th St 3 3  1222 $169,900  $158,900
124  N 4th St 3 1  1248 $169,900  $169,900
2338 Upham St 3 1.25 1248 $195,000  $177,500
113  N 5th St 3 1.5  1253 $179,900  $180,000
1917 E Dayton St 2 1  1493 $185,000  $185,000
2409 E Johnson St 3 1  1045 $189,000  $187,000
117 N 7th St 3 1.5  1047 $187,500  $187,500
2309  E Johnson St 3 1  1152 $194,900  $190,000
2138  E Johnson St 4 2  2346 $207,500  $200,000
217 N 3rd St 3 1.25 1766 $219,900  $215,000
109 N 7th St 4 1.5  1631 $239,900  $221,000
204 N 7th St 2 2  1013 $229,900  $224,000
2117  E Mifflin St 3 1  1408 $264,900  $245,200
222  N 6th St 3 2  1794 $246,000  $246,000

Our Changing Neighborhood
































We need government that works for all people.

My years as a public interest attorney, union member and community 
activist have given me the experience and the passion to find real 

solutions to Dane County’s challenges. I will work tirelessly to support
and fund programs that help all Dane County residents
meet their basic needs and achieve their full potential.

Vote
Feb.
21!

WEGLEITNER
WEGLEITNER

These are just a few of your neighbors who are supporting Heidi:
Mary Anglim, Lovesta Banks, Beverly Buhr, Cindy Breunig, Kelly DeBlare, Diane 

Farsetta, Erika Flaherty, Anne Gassere, Matt Guenette, Barb Jenkin, John Koch, Julie 
Larson-Guenette, Meredith Lowe, Lynne MacAdam, Colleen O’Hara, Eric Piotrowski, 

Paddy Rourke, Anthony Schaeve, Adrienne Sella, Anita Temple, Steve Vincent
AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF HEIDI WEGLEITNER, MARY ANGLIM TREASURER

Adrienne Sella is an Emerson East resident and real estate expert 
with raving reviews from her clients and numerous success stories. 
Whether you are thinking about buying, selling or both, Adrienne 
is available for a free consultation on the phone, in her office or 

at the local coffee shop!

EENA is now on FaceBook
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BAKERY & CAFE
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

    305 N. Fourth Street     Madison, Wisconsin 53704

tel 608.818.8893 web facebook.com/semperpie

For up-to-date informtion,  see our 
FaceBook page or join Emerson 
East Neighborhood Association’s 
list-serve at  groups.yahoo.com/
group/Madison_eena/ 

Jan. 4, 6:30-8pm, Bashford Church. 
229 North St, EENA monthly 
meeting 

Feb. 1, 6:30-8pm, Bashford Church., 
EENA monthly meeting

Feb. 1, 6:30 Green Madison’s FREE 
Home Energy Efficiency Education 
Workshop, Bashford Church

Feb. 21. Spring Primary (County 
Supervisor), polls open 7am-8pm

Mar. 7, 6:30-8pm, Bashford Church, 
EENA monthly meeting

Mar. 9, Deadline for advertising & 
articles for The Neighbor newsletter

Mar. 18, 1-4pm,  Madison Area 
CSA Coalition 20th Ann. CSA Open 
House,  Monona Terrace

Apr. 3, Spring Primary Election, 
polls open 7am-8pm

2012 Event Calendar
Joe Parisi
Dane County 
Executive 
(608) 267-8823 or 
cell (608) 843-8858
 
When I first took 
office in April, the 
county was facing an 

$8 million deficit heading into the 2012 
budget due to deep cuts from the state. 
These cuts posed a severe threat to the 
county’s core services. 
Despite these challenges, through 
innovation, efficiencies, and new 
partnerships, the county budget I 
recently signed into law preserves these 
services you expect and deserve -- 
despite difficult budget challenges.

The 2012 budget increases funds to our 
human services safety net more than 
$4.4 million dollars to a total of more 
than $238 million dollars. Included in 
this amount is a new contingency fund to 
protect the elderly, children, and people 
with disabilities in the event of further 
state cuts to county human services.

Through the shared sacrifice and ideas 
of our county workforce, Dane County 
employees contributed more than $2 
million in savings.

In addition, I developed an innovative 
new partnership between workers in 
our parks and highway departments 
that will help put 11 more snow plow 
operators on the roads this winter while 
saving taxpayers over $400,000.

I also worked with Sheriff Mahoney to 
secure over $1.8 million in efficiencies 
in our criminal justice system while 
protecting public safety.

I ensured my first budget placed a 
priority on economic development as 
well.   Through my new Office of Jobs 
and Prosperity, we’ll collaborate with 
our private and public sector partners 
to retain and create family-supporting 
jobs in Dane County.  And we’ll expand 
exciting sectors of our economy, such 
as clean energy jobs and sustainable 
agriculture.

And because of partnerships with 
groups like the Madison Metropolitan 
Sewerage District and the Clean Lakes 
Alliance, we have new dollars for our 
work to clean up the lakes.

I’m proud to report that through working 
together, we navigated this budget 
challenge and protected your priorities.

EENA is now on FaceBook

Preserving Your Priorities 
Despite Challenging Times

GS1339  10/28/2010

6” x 4”

It’s that time of year for a simply irresistible energy-saving opportunity. By setting 

back your thermostat just 1° Fahrenheit, you could save $25 per heating season. 

Bigger setbacks save even more. If we all set back just 1° Fahrenheit this winter, we 

could save enough gas for 3,100 homes. To find out 

how much you can save with larger setbacks, visit 

mge.com/setback and use the calculator.

how can you turn this down?

Heidi Wegleitner
Area 1 Representative
 
On November 29, 2011, the City of 
Madison Common Council passed a 
resolution recognizing housing as a 
human right.  The resolution was the 
product of several months of drafting, 
organizing and educational meetings  
led by Operation Welcome Home, Take 
Back the Land-Madison, Freedom Inc, 
Progressive Dane, and the Affordable 
Housing Action Alliance.  

Earlier this year, EENA voted to support 
the efforts of the housing as a human 
right coalition. Alders Bidar-Sielaff, 
Rhodes-Conway, Subeck, Rummel, 
Ellingson, Phair, and Verveer sponsored 
the resolution.  The resolution has been 
recognized as the strongest housing 
rights resolution in the U.S.    The 
resolution contains many statistics 
regarding the housing crisis in the 
Madison area, including the extreme 
shortage of low-income housing, low 
vacancy rates leading to a 17% rent 
spike in the last year, and how housing 
insecurity disproportionately impacts 
people of  color, seniors, LGBTQ 
youth, and disabled persons.  The full 
resolution can be found at this link and 
the resolved clauses are set forth below.  
A companion resolution will soon be 
introduced at the County.

Members of the housing as a human 
right coalition are hopeful that the 
resolution will reinvigorate and 
reorganize housing policy in Madison 
and will work hard to ensure that the 
resolution gets implemented to make a 
real difference in people’s lives.

h t t p : / / l e g i s t a r . c i t y o f m a d i s o n .
c o m / d e t a i l r e p o r t / R e p o r t s /
Temp/1217201194226.pdf

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that housing be recognized 
as a human right and that all people who 
desire a place of shelter and stable long-
term housing be prioritized to have this 
basic need met both temporarily and 
permanently. In doing so, the City of 
Madison recommits to the goals in its 
Comprehensive Plan that call for the 
availability of safe, decent and sanitary 
and distinctive housing for all residents 
as well as the objectives and policies 
that accompany that goal. The City of 
Madison also recommits to the goals 
and objectives in the Community Plan 

to Prevent and End Homelessness in 
Dane County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
City of Madison will initiate the process 
of developing a Housing Plan and 
consider creating a staff position that 
will be  responsible for housing policy.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Housing Plan will include an assessment 
of the affordable and accessible housing 
needs in Madison and recommendations

for strategies to provide those housing 
units and shelter beds at appropriate  
affordability levels by 2031, including 
ensuring that enough accessible housing 
is available.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the City of Madison will explore 
creative uses of the public (e.g., TIF, 
the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, 
and federal, state and  local government 
funds) and private dollars to provide a 
variety of increased affordable housing, 
accessible housing and shelter beds, as 
identified in the plan above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
issues and solutions contained in the  
People’s Affordable Housing Vision 
will be reviewed and considered for 
incorporation into the Housing Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that the Housing Plan will include 
recommendations of policies to prevent 
foreclosures, evictions, criminalization 
of homelessness and  to help stabilize 
people in their housing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the Housing Plan will affirmatively 
further fair housing as required by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the Housing Plan will primarily make 
recommendations based on the current 
housing market conditions but will not 
overlook issues that may face the City if 
the market changes.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the 
City of Madison will work in partnership 
with Dane County, surrounding 
municipalities, and community partners 
to develop the Housing Plan and address 
housing issues in the region.

Madison Recognizes Housing 
as a Human Right


