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Diane Farsetta
EENA Public Art Committee

What a fun, community-building 
project -- and a lovely bit of art -- that 
the “a sustainable neighborhood” mural 
brought to our area!

I hope you’ve been able to walk or 
bicycle by, and enjoy the mural on 
the side of James Reeb Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation (on the 
Fourth St side of the building, off 
Johnson St).  It is “painted” in chalk, 
so make sure to go see it soon if you 
haven’t yet -- we’re not sure how long 
it will last!

We couldn’t have done it without the 
many of you who became involved, by 
submitting your sketch of a sustainable 
neighborhood, voting on your favorite 
sketches, and/or collaboratively 
chalking the mural design into being on 
May 26 and June 3.

Special thanks to James Reeb for 
supporting our project, to community 
muralist Becky Redelings for 
generously giving of her time and 
considerable artistic skills, and to 
the Emerson East Neighborhood 
Association and Milio’s for helping us 
cover project expenses.

Many other local businesses supported 
the mural project by donating gifts 
for our sketch and chalk artists:  
4&20 Bakery & Cafe, Dexter’s, Gail 
Ambrosius Chocolatier, Jade Mountain 
Cafe, Manna Cafe, MG&E, Noah’s 
Ark Pet Center, Salon Rue Cler, Sector 
67 and Upham Street Pottery.  Please 
let these businesses know that you 
appreciate their involvement in our 
neighborhood!

The mural project was great, but it’s 
only the first of hopefully many creative 
activities facilitated by our Emerson 
East public arts task force.  We’ll be 
regrouping in August, to discuss what 
our next project should be -- maybe a 
permanent mural, or a sculpture, or a 
colorful mosaic.  The sky’s the limit!

If you have ideas about what you’d 
like to see in the neighborhood, enjoy 
public art, or simply want to meet 
creative neighbors, we’d love to have 
you join us.  Let me know you’re 
interested, at farsettad@gmail.com 
or 608-241-2473.

Until then, enjoy the bright colors of 
summer!

Mural Accomplished!  What’s Next?

The selected design was chalked onto James Reeb UUC by volunteers on May 26 and 
June 3, with help from community muralist Becky Redelings and support from several 
local businesses.
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Co-chair John Koch eenapres@yahoo.com  249-0031
Co-chair  Meredith Lowe lowemc@gmail.com  
Secretary Open  
Treasurer Amanda Duesterbeck    Duesterbeck@gmail.com   
Area 1/Newsletter Anne Gassere avgassere@yahoo.com 242-1327
Area 1 Representative Open 
Area 2 Representative Barb Jenkin eena_area2@yahoo.com 242-9622
Area 2 Representative Adrienne Sella adriennesella@gmail.com 886-7139
Area 3 Rep/Dog Parks Paddy Rourke paddyrourke@gmail.com 246-8084 
Area 3 Representative Diane Farsetta	 farsettad@gmail.com  241-2473
Parks & Gardens Anita Temple   anitatemple@hotmail.com 

Share and read information important to our neighborhood at  
groups.yahoo.com/group/Madison_eena/  or find us on FaceBook

Pam Castleberg, Realtor®

608-576-3377
pcastleberg@starkhomes.com

Jim Schuessler, Realtor®

608-445-0766
jschuessler@starkhomes.com

Advertising and submissions for the FALL issue of ‘The 
Neighbor’ are due SEPTEMBER 1, 2012. 
Distribution planned by first week of July. Send ads, articles, announcements, 
and images to Anne Gassere (avgassere@yahoo.com). 

 2012 Advertising Rates
 Ad Pricing: all dimensions W x H

Full page: $200 (10.25”x 16”)
Half page: $100 (10.25” x 8” h or 5” x 16”)
Quarter page: $50 (5”x 8”)
Eighth page: $35 (5”x 4”)
Biz Card: $25 (4”x 2.25”)

Discounts available for purchase of advertising in multiple issues.  
Contact Tresurer Amanda Duesterbeck (duesterbeck@gmail.com) for billing.




  
  
  




EENA News: Like 
to take Minutes? 
Anne Gassere
Editor, The Neighbor

Have you been thinking about ways you 
could contribute to your community or 
be more informed about neighborhood 
issues? The regulars at the Emerson East 
Neighborhood Association would love 
to see new faces at our meetings.  (First 
Wednesdays 6:30-8pm at Bashford 
Church). And if you’re looking for 
a little more commitment, we are in 
need of someone interested in taking 
over the Secretary’s duties (taking and 
distributing meeting minutes), an Area 1 
Representative, and anyone interested in 
helping with any aspect of  the newsletter 
(writing/editing, advertising sales, or 
design.)  You’re welcome any time!

6˝ x 4˝

GS1641  04/04/2011

Make your home more comfortable and 
energy efficient while adding value

•  New program from the City of Madison for homes to help offset the cost of making energy 
improvements.

•  Work with a local energy advocate that will help guide you through the process.

•  Get a professional evaluation, testing and written recommendations from Focus on Energy, 
Wisconsin utilities’ statewide program for energy efficiency and renewable energy.

•  Get access to low-interest financing from Summit Credit Union (summitcreditunion.com) 
to finance your project and Cash-Back Rewards from Focus on Energy to help offset the cost 
of eligible improvements.

Call Green Madison at 877-399-1204 or visit cityofmadison.com/greenmadison

For all your sewing needs
From your pattern or idea

Costumes and Special Occasion

Alterations and Repairs

Mary Becker
(608) 240-9806       See my work at LadyKansa.Etsy.com                                  

Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

As Dane County Clerk I worked to modernize 
that office, increasing transparency and 
accountability in our elections.  Then, 
providing online election returns in real 
time, and posting information on how to 
run for office on the web, were simple but 
important changes.

As your new County Executive, I am taking a number of steps 
this year to make all of county government more accessible 
to you.

I recently launched a new weekly e-newsletter to help keep 
you up to date on the latest news and initiatives from my 
office.  I believe it’s important to keep you in the loop, and I’d 
like to hear your advice and ideas throughout the year as well.  
I hope you’ll join the conversation by signing up at:  www.
countyofdane.com/exec/

I am currently working with our Dane County Departments 
of Emergency Management, Public Safety Communications, 

Highways, and the Sheriff on implementing systems to utilize 
texting and other technologies to help get important, time-
sensitive information to you quickly.  

Whether it’s a sudden highway closing, an approaching 
storm, or a crime alert, I want to maximize technology to 
improve our public information efforts and the services 
county government delivers.  

Stay tuned for news on how to sign up! 

We’re modernizing other functions of county government as 
well.  Shortly after taking office, I initiated a thorough review 
of our web-based services to see what more we can do to 
open the doors of county government to you.  Soon, you 
will be able to apply for county jobs via our website.  I’ve 
encouraged my department managers to explore strategies to 
use their websites to more effectively help the public access 
forms, information, and provide interactive feedback.      

More exciting changes are coming--all with the goal 
of improving service and access to your Dane County 
government.

Making County Government More User Friendly & Accessible

Free Energy Audits from WISPIRG

Madison  
Fresh Mobile

Non-profit organization dedicated 
to bringing fresh and affordable 
food options to under served 
neighborhoods.

Mondays 10am-1pm East Madison 
Shopping Center, 2707 E. Washington

Thursdays 3-6pm Salvation Army 
Community Center, Darbo Drive

WISPIRG Energy Service Corps is a 
statewide service program that works 
to educate the community about energy 
efficiency.  They are offering FREE home 
energy assessments to help homeowners 
and renters save money on their energy 
bills.  Sign up for one of these assessments 
online:  energyservicecorps.org/schedule

Members and volunteers do basic walk-
throughs in homes, small businesses, and 
public buildings to point out major energy 

wasters and provide recommendations 
for energy efficiency improvements. 
They perform basic energy assessments 
of buildings, which include a visual 
inspection, research on the building’s 
energy systems, and a review of energy 
usage data. In addition to providing 
energy-saving recommendations, they 
distribute information about programs 
available through the state and federal 
government that provide financial 

incentives for professional auditing and 
energy efficiency services.

If an energy assessment is not something 
you’re interested in, WISPIRG Energy 
Service Corps also offers a quick survey 
about your energy usage in your home 
and easy tips for energy efficiency. Please 
contact Caitlin Buhr, at buhrc13@gmail.
com or (608) 332-0662 to take this quick 
survey.
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Jim Schuessler
jschuessler@
starkhomes.com
Jim blogs at www.
caschu.com

How We Voted
Curious how we voted in the recent 
Gubernatorial Recall Election? Ward 
29, which fairly matches the boundaries 
of the Emerson-East neighborhood, 
voted 1,983 for Tom Barrett and 146 for 
Scott Walker. There were 14 votes for 
other candidates. Our ward was the sixth 
strongest ward for Tom Barrett. The 
wards that were only slightly stronger 
for Tom Barrett were those near east 
wards between ours and the Capitol.

Real Estate Update
This spring has been a markedly good 
one for home sales. For the first time 
in since perhaps 2007, we are seeing 
multiple offers and homes selling for 
asking price and above! 

The low interest rates have definitely 
spurred interest among home buyers. It 
also appears that consumer confidence 
is on the rise, at least in the Madison 
area. The mild winter was also helpful. 
Buyers were able to get out earlier 
than usual this year and that helped 
stoke the market. 

We are finally seeing values being 
affected positively by the increased 
activity. Look to see your assessment 
increase next year.  The market 
certainly seems to be in recovery 
mode. As the bulk of sales occur in the 
second and third quarter, I will have a 
much better handle on the direction of 
the market as we get deeper into the 
third quarter.

If you are a seller, now is an excellent 
time to get your home on the market. 
Buyers are still out in full force, so 
take advantage of the timing if it’s 
convenient for you.

As always, sellers should make an 
effort to put their homes in good 
condition, stage them for showings, 
and price them correctly the day they 
go on the market. This basic advice 
is key to selling your home. Beware 
of over-improving your home. Most 
often, the simplest improvements, 
such as cleaning, painting and de-
cluttering, have the best return on 

investment. Sellers should consider 
meeting with a real estate professional 
if they are unsure of the wisdom of 
making a major renovation. 

If you are a potential buyer, now is 
the time for you to get busy too! Just 
be prepared to make an offer quickly, 
because the best properties go fast.

Buyers are advised to meet with a 
lender before beginning the home 
search process and to work with a real 
estate professional who knows the 
market in which they are shopping. It 
would not be unwise to meet with a 
lender even a year in advance as they 
can run your credit report and advise 
you on how to improve your credit 
score if necessary. Working with 
a real estate professional will help 
buyers to act quickly when they find 
the right property.

Madison remains a great place to 
own real estate. Unemployment is 
relatively low and our population is 
growing, so we can expect continued 
demand for housing over the long 
term.

To the right is a spreadsheet of Active 
and Sold homes in the Emerson-East 
Neighborhood since June 1, 2011. The 
sold prices should give you a rough 
idea of the value of neighborhood 
homes. Other factors such as location, 
condition, motivation of the seller, lot 
size, etc. should also be taken into 
consideration. I’ve included multi-
unit income properties which are 
identified by italics.

The Absorption Rate table shows up 
to the first quarter of 2012 since, as of 
the deadline of this article, the second 
quarter of 2012 quarter has not ended. 

Active and Sold property listings are 
based on information from the South 
Central Wisconsin MLS for the period 
June 1, 2011 through June 25, 2012. 
Some sq ft data, number of bedrooms 
and bathrooms was also gathered 
from the Madison City Assessor’s 
webpage.

Absorption Rate
Yr-Quarter	 2010-2	 2010-3	 2010-4	 2011-1	 2011-2	 2011-3	 2011-4	 2012-1

On	Market	 50	 43	 30	 42	 42	 36	 32	 36

Sales	 47	 18	 9	 8		 23	 27	 11	 19

Months	of		
Inventory	 3.2	 7.2	 10.0	 15.8	 5.5	 4.0	 8.7	 5.7

Active Homes for Sale    
Address Beds Baths Sq. Ft.  List Price 
109 N 5th St 3 1 1100 $99,000 
3366 E Washington 3 1.5 1140 $109,000 
116 N 4th St 2 1 1248 $125,000 
2554 E Johnson St 2 1 858 $129,900 
109 N 2nd St 2 1 1056 $139,900 
2432 Hoard St 2 1 720 $140,000 
2307 E Dayton St 3 1.5 1240 $159,900 
2010 E Washington 3 1.75 1190 $164,000 
2538 E Dayton St 4 2 1657 $174,900 
9 N 3rd St 3 1.5 1449 $179,900 
16 N 7th St 3 2 1394 $179,900 
2030 E Washington 3 1 1453 $185,000 
2414 Upham St 3 1 1204 $185,000 
21 N 6th St 3 2 1395 $212,500 
203 N 2nd St 2 1 1332 $229,900 
2141 E Mifflin St 4 2 1664 $229,900  

Homes Sold (new to list since Spring newsletter)   
Address Beds Bath Sq. Ft. List Price  Sold Price
21 N 1st St 3 1  1500 $80,000  $80,000
202 N 4th St 2 1  925 $104,000  $104,000
21 N 7th St 2 1.5  1310 $119,642  $119,642
2242 E Johnson St 2 1  850 $130,000  $130,000
2505 E Johnson St 2 1.5  1639 $130,000  $130,000
2317 E Mifflin St 3 1  1184 $175,500  $175,500
2525 E Mifflin St 3 1  794 $179,900  $179,900
2226 E Johnson St 4 2  1446 $208,000  $208,000
2413 E Mifflin St 3 1.5  1386 $225,000  $225,000
22 N 6th St 3 2  1740 $231,500  $231,500
    Italics denotes multi-unit income properties.

Our Changing Neighborhood

Like EENA 
Click “Like” on the EENA 
Facebook page and start 

receiving and sharing information 
with your neighbors about events and 
activities in our neighborhood! 

No Kid Should Go Hungry
Madison Metropolitan School District and local Community Centers provide 
up to two free meals per day for low income children ages up to age 18, Monday-
Friday through August 17th at 30 Madison locations (including East High, 
Emerson Elementary, Salvation Army and Goodman Community Centers).  
 
Call 204-4007 for more information.  
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CALL 
608-268-9935 

EXPLORE    
www.stjamesschool.org  

VISIT  
1204 St. James Ct. Madison  

Pre-K— 8th Grade  
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For up-to-date information,  see our 
Facebook page or join EENA e-mail 
group at  groups.yahoo.com/group/
Madison_eena/ 

July 18, Neighborhood Potluck, 6pm, 
Demetral Shelter

July 28-29, Atwood Summerfest

July 28-29, Greekfest, Assumption 
Greek Orthodox Church

August 1, 6:30-8pm, Bashford Church, 

EENA monthly meeting

August 12, Ride the Drive Northside!

August 15, Neighborhood Potluck, 6pm, 
Demetral Shelter

September 1, Deadline for advertising 
& articles for The Neighbor newsletter

September 15-16, Willie Street Fair

September 19, Neighborhood Potluck, 
6pm, Demetral Shelter

Event Calendar

‘Like’ EENA on Facebook

Anita Temple
Parks & Gardens

Janet Parker gave us an excellent 
presentation this spring.  It was not only 
informative, live with slides, but she fed 
us too!  I was inspired to plant a current 
bush, a peach tree, and peas in the front 
yard!  EENA is working on having more 
presentations at our monthly meetings. 

We were not able to burn the prairie at 
Demetral, as planned, this spring due to 
the weather being too hot, then too dry 
(fire restrictions by the Fire Marshall) 
and then too wet.  So the next best 
treatment for the hill was mowing.  So 

Parks staff mowed the hill to knock back 
the brush and weeds.  To my eye, more 
prairie plants are present and getting 
ready to bloom. 

Earth Day Cleanup was AMAZING.  We 
had about 23 people total, including our 
great neighbors and a group of college 
students who mulched trees, picked up 
trash, and pulled garlic mustard.  We 
had some 15 bags of weeds/garbage.  
Best year yet!  

See Irene’s article on the small berm 
project.  It’s mulched and looking clean 
and beautiful.  Thanks to everyone who 
helped!

Parks & Gardens Report:  Summer!

Our first EENA Potluck had a great turnout! We hope to have a couple more 
of them before school starts in the spring.  The next ones are July 18, August 
15, and September 19th at 6pm at the Demetral Shelter.  Bring a dish to pass, 
your beverage(s) and your own serving pieces to eat with.  No alcohol is allowed 
in the shelter.  Meet some neighbors and talk news in the neighborhood!  

Potlucks at Demetral-- 
3rd  Wednesday of the month!
































Irene Piersma
Parks & Gardens Volunteer

On May 19 a group of volunteers got 
together to work on the small berm 
at the corner of Commercial and 
Packers Avenue.  We continued the 
job of covering the weedy berm with 
cardboard and a thick layer of mulch.  
This covering will then be allowed to 
sit for one year to smother out invasive 
weeds. Next year we will be planting 
the berm with some hardy native plants 
that will provide color, attract birds and 
insects, and beautify the park.  

It was great to see so many volunteers 
come out on a hot day, ten in all! Also, 
thanks to Craig Klinke, of the Madison 
Parks Department for helping out by 
dropping off three truckloads of  bark 
mulch for us at the berm.

Small Berm Coming Along

Water your trees, please!


